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Dar lost

Though the current times 
have witnessed many a rep-
utation go awry but the way 
the oft-repeated financial 

wizardry of Ishaq Dar has fallen flat is 
something of a classic. He was brought 
back to the country and presented as 
the panacea for all economic ills of the 
country but it was soon proved that 
his expertise was much hyped and he 
is completely out of depth. He tried to 
show his bravado by indirectly chal-
lenging the IMF but highly miscalculat-
ed the response with the ensuing delay 
causing the economy to tank making him to eat his words. He caved in with his much hyped reputation in tatters and a 
rebellious segment of his party blaming him for his sheer inability to handle the crisis. Even the trust reposed in him by 
top leadership of his party and public pronouncements of their support sounded hollow. More of a family choice than an 
economic technocrat Dar simply disappeared from the scene encouraging his detractors to maul him further. Conceding 
to IMF demands would prove even more troublesome for him as the already high inflation would gallop to new heights 
making life more miserable for people suffering the consequences of a financial meltdown. TW

munity also believes in the sturdy 
resilience of the country and is 
prepared to provide Pakistan with 
help to come out of its troubles. 
The international community is 
also mindful that the Pakistani ci-
vilian democratic governance spirit 
is robust enough to withstand the 
rigours of arbitrary rule, contest it 
and then to make it hand over the 
reins of governance to them. There 
is hardly any doubt that the west-
ern world realises the mistakes it 
committed by supporting, and later 
ignoring, arbitrary rule in Pakistan 
and is now unwilling to accommo-
date any such adventure in future 
hence precluding the possibility of 
its recurrence. The most important 
factor is that the agents of change 
are indeed very active and they ap-
pear to be yearning for altering the 
social matrix but only in own way. 
This is a good omen for the future 
of the country as any change not 
commensurate with the genius of 
a people is never sustainable and 
is bound to fail. It is always pru-
dent to let it happen in the natural 
course of things and it should be ei-
ther hastened or impeded.  TW

The national media has duly highlighted 
a case of gender discrimination and the 
National Commission of Human Rights 
(NCHR) has accordingly expressed seri-

ous concerns about the rejection of a female candi-
date for the post of Director General Hajj allegedly 
on the basis of her gender. Saima Sabah, a BS-20 
officer petitioned the Islamabad High Court that 
she secured first position in a written test for the 
position by obtaining 71 marks out of 100 but was 
dropped due to gender discrimination. The petition 
alleged that the minister in charge of Ministry of Re-

Gender 
discrimination 

ligious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony passed strange remarks against the gender of the petitioner during the interview 
proceedings. Along with her petition she had also submitted a transcript of the alleged interview which is doing rounds on 
social media. NCHR mentioned that the eligibility criteria for this position did not exclude women. It was also mentioned 
that there existed a precedent of a woman serving as Saudi Arabia’s DG Hajj for 19 months stating that why should Paki-
stan impose restrictions on the best qualified candidate just because she is a woman. NCHR added that while Saudi Arabia 
was encouraging women to manage Hajj pilgrims, Pakistan’s religious affairs ministry was rejecting qualified candidates 
on basis of gender. TW
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Though it is clear that the situa-
tion in Pakistan appears to be 
the classic example of a polity in 
upheaval with virtually no im-

mediate solution to its problems in sight 
yet the survival instincts of the country is 
almost mind-boggling. It is also evident 
that the advent of social media portals 
have brought to fore the intense revul-
sion the common folk entertain about 
the system they are forced to endure but 
still they do not rise in serious agitation. 
It must however not be ignored that the 
growing frustration of the lower eche-
lons of the society is exerting tremendous 
pressure on the higher segments of the 
citizenry to either change their lifestyle 
or be prepared for a violent backlash from 
the downtrodden. It is therefore quite ob-
vious that the critical balance between the 
multiple segments of population under a 
cogent social understanding is fast be-
coming untenable to hold with the result 
that the socio-economic system of Paki-
stan is in a state of constant turmoil since 
the quarter of a century. It is quite under-
standable that living with such devastat-
ing contradictions is not possible any-
more but the problematic aspect of the 
current existence in Pakistan is the lack of 
realisation on part of the people wielding 

authority that insist to manage the matters 
as before.

To many discerning minds the worri-
some fact is that though the real ruling 
elite has acquired the passion of ruling and 
since more than half a century has also at-
tained tools for doing it but it frequently 
falters as it cannot keep its priorities and 
national interest aligned and is forced to 
make way for the motley crowd nominal-
ly representing people though they also 
have no clue about how to manage affairs 
when they are entrusted the responsibili-
ty for them. Amazingly this dichotomy has 
persisted for decades and even after such a 
long time, the dominant segment has nei-
ther learnt from their experiences nor has 
developed the willingness to let the appro-
priate segment to take care of the relevant 
task. On the other hand the segment claim-
ing to represent people has not developed 
the spine needed to strongly assert its 
claim and its weakness has been consis-
tently exploited by the dominant segment. 
This is precisely the reason that the tug of 
war has shown no signs to end causing al-
most the breakdown of the system.

Despite all the travails faced by the peo-
ple, the main stakeholders, have remained 
resilient bearing all trials with unexpect-
ed sangfroid and remain optimistic in 

their outlook. Curiously, since decades, 
forecasts have been made with tremen-
dous regularity about the collapse of the 
country but it has simply not happened. 
Pakistan possesses an indescribable re-
flux that surprisingly is positive in con-
tent and never fails to assert its validity. 
Far from collapsing Pakistan has existed 
despite serious crises that grip it after 
every few years and comes out of them 
unmolested. It is also widely recognised 
that though Pakistan is involved in many 
low-intensity conflicts but the prevalence 
of marked rationality in its decision mak-
ing apparatus it has not been subjected 
to a major war that can possibly alter it 
physically. It is also acknowledged that 
the country also is facing internal ter-
rorism but the most encouraging aspect 
is the willingness of the common people 
to stand up to terrorist intentions and the 
case of Swat is more than enough to quote 
in this respect.

Though Pakistan has suffered badly by 
negative factors but it has not decisively 
alienated the goodwill of the internation-
al community as was borne out by the 
high level of financial commitments made 
in Geneva to let Pakistan recover from 
losses it suffered due to massive flood-
ing. It implies that the international com-

Record high 
gold price 

One curious consequence 
of the unprecedented 
depreciation of rupee is 
the concurrent rise in the 

price of gold that hit an-all time high 
of Rs.202,500 per tola after gain-
ing Rs.7,000. It is inconceivable to 
fathom that a tola of gold now costs 
Rs.200,000 with ten grams of it being 
sold for Rs.173, 610 taking a jump of 
Rs.6000. As is the norm, things move 
in Pakistan exactly opposite to the 
general trend as is proved yet again 

that while the price of gold has decreased to $1,936 in international market, it has gone up here. Though the bullion 
dealers in Pakistan have expressed the hope that the price of gold will come down once the rupee stabilises against dollar 
and it settles between Rs.260 and Rs.265 but now the rupee has touched the figure of Rs.270 and appears to be racing 
towards Rs.300 mark but the price of gold has gone up to Rs.204, 800 and it looks unlikely that it will come down. Reports 
of gold hoarding are also floating and it has joined the rank of dollar becoming a hot commodity and showing all signs 
of going up. TW
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Rameez Ansari is extremely 
concerned about the rising 
spectre of terror

Peshawar bombing amidst 
rising terrorism

The ferocity of Peshawar bomb-
ing has numbed a country that 
is already quite accustomed to 
acts of terror. The rising spectre 

of terrorism is like a nightmare revisiting 
the benighted country that apparently 
lacks the wherewithal to tackle it frontal-
ly. The Pakistani officialdom has not been 
able to do anything but issue hollow de-
termination to fight the menace and rou-
tine photos of high state dignitaries visit-
ing hospitals to console the injured. It is 
indeed pathetic to note that the relevant 
authorities are divided on who commit-
ted the outrage with many banned ter-
rorist outfits blamed for it. The mush-
room growth of terrorist outfits is a stark 
reminder of the utter failure of the policy 
makers who pursued self-defeatist poli-
cies while conveying the impression that 
they were furthering national interest by 
doing so. It was obvious that the price of 
such policies was bound to be paid by 
the country and that is what is precisely 
happening now. The most pitiable aspect 
of the entire situation is that the perpe-
trators of such devastating policies have 
never been questioned about their follies 

with the hapless people of the country 
left to bear their brunt.

The savage suicide bombing targeting 
a mosque in the Police Lines of Pesha-
war is an extremely disturbing remind-
er of the intention and capability of the 
banned terrorist outfits to carry out 

deadly attacks across Pakistan. This gory 
incident is yet another proof that in the 
convoluted worldview of the terrorists, 
they do not care about treading the ratio-
nalistic course of action as they believe 
that either the state accepts their unrea-
sonable demands or gets ready to face 
murderous rampages like the mosque 
bombing. Unfortunately, the state organs 
of Pakistan are hopelessly inadequate to 
safeguard against terrorist’s activities 
as is borne out by the Peshawar carnage 
that took place at the most secured Police 
Lines that was reported to have three se-
curity rings around it. It is reported that 
the Peshawar bloodbath was claimed by 
the Mohmand faction of the TTP, appar-
ently as revenge for the killing of Omar 
Khalid Khorasani in Afghanistan last Au-
gust implying that the terrorist mindset 
equates the state with personal dimen-
sion believing in vendetta against it. The 
most problematic aspect is that the late 
notorious militant had at different times 
been associated with IS-K, Jamaatul Ah-
rar, as well as the TTP thereby blurring 
the identifying parameters of terrorism.

The murderous swing of terrorism in 
the country has made KP its main target 

and the province has been made to bear 
the brunt signifying that the renunciation 
of truce with Pakistani authorities and 
the TTP has increased terrorist activities.  
Yet amidst the rising terrorism the Pesha-
war Police Lines bombing must be tak-
en as a major escalation as this targeted 
the policemen and army troops offering 
prayers that resulted in very high body 
count. This atrocity took place while Pa-
kistani governance apparatus is engaged 
in an internecine conflict between its dif-
ferent segments. The obvious outcome of 
this conflict is a state of paralysis that has 
disabled the governance structure to re-
spond to national crises particularly ter-
rorism. The destructive battle of nerves 
has badly mauled the national matrix as 
political and administrative actions are 
frozen in time as the high state function-
aries appear fighting an existential battle. 
This state of paralytic inaction provides 
an ideal opportunity for the terrorists to 
strike at the state with almost impunity 
destroying the public confidence in the 
state itself. 

The horrendous suicide attack at Pe-
shawar had resulted in a death toll that 
has risen to 100 and there are fears that 

many more would emerge from the de-
bris spread all over the premises of the 
mosque. It is reported that 53 injured 
were also brought to the hospital for 
treatment with many of them getting 
treated in the ICU. It was estimated that 
10-12 kilogrammes of explosive materi-
al was used in the explosion. However, 
most of the damage was not caused by 
the explosive material as the shockwaves 
from the blast caused the roof to cave in, 
burying people under the rubble. The ex-
plosion occurred inside the main hall of a 
mosque having a capacity of 300 to 350 
people that is located in the Police Lines 
and the locality comprises headquarters 
of the Capital City Police, Frontier Re-
serve Police, Elite Police Force, Counter 
Terrorism Department, Tele Communi-
cation Branch, RRF and SCU.  The police 
headquarters in Peshawar is in one of the 
most tightly controlled areas of the city, 

housing intelligence and counter-ter-
rorism bureaus, and is next door to the 
regional secretariat. The blast caused 
the roof of the mosque to collapse and a 
severed head was recovered from inside 
the debris. Peshawar police reported 
that more than 90 per cent of the victims 
were policemen as between 300 and 400 
of whom had gathered in the compound’s 
mosque for prayers. 

The most pertinent question at the 
moment is how a suicide bomber was 
able to enter Police Lines and go to the 
mosque. In this context it was mentioned 
that there was no central command at 
the Police Lines and the checking mech-
anism was limited to the gate. It was 
also pointed out that there are canteens 
present and some construction work was 
also ongoing. In this situation somehow 
explosive material was brought there ap-
parently in small quantities over a peri-

od of time. It was also pointed out that 
the premises housed a complaint centre 
that made it possible for general public 
to come and go. It was mentioned that 
the bomber entered the premises in this 
manner without the explosive material 
and then later went to the mosque where 
he blew himself up. In any case a security 
lapse could not be ruled out and it is re-
quired to be inquired into.

The terrorism issue has become ex-
tremely complicated after TTP unilat-
erally ended its truce with the security 
agencies citing irreconcilable differences 
with them during the process of negotia-
tions that were held between them that 
were facilitated by the Afghan Taliban re-
gime. During the truce the terrorist outfit 
stopped its attacks on security forces. In 
the interim the government sent delega-
tions of tribal elders and ulema to Kabul 
in order to persuade the TTP to end its 

activities and surrender its weapons. The 
months-long negotiations, however, re-
mained inconclusive and ultimately end-
ed in November last year. Major sticking 
points included the TTP’s demands to 
roll back the merger of the erstwhile 
tribal areas with KP, release hardened 
terrorists, as well as the group’s refusal 
to lay down their arms. These were ob-
vious red lines the state could not let the 
militants cross. 

Since the end of the truce the militant 
group intensified its attacks, particular-
ly targeting the police in KP and areas 
bordering Afghanistan. Insurgents in 
Balochistan also stepped up their violent 
activities and formalised a nexus with 
the outlawed TTP. Just in this month on 
22 January a police vehicle narrowly es-
caped a bomb blast in Peshawar’s Bad-
aber area. A day earlier, a policeman was 
martyred and two others were injured 
when unidentified assailants attacked 
a police post in Dheri Zardad locality of 
Charsadda. On 14 January a deputy su-
perintendent and two constables were 
martyred when militants, armed with 
automatic assault weapons, targeted the 
Sarband police station on the outskirts of 
the province’s capital, Peshawar late at 
night. TW

Rameez Ansari is an 
entrepreneur
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Hoor Asrar pays tribute to an 
exceptional entrepreneur

Passing away of 
Byram Avari

Byram Dinshaw Avari was one of 
those rare individuals who suc-
ceeded in any venture they set 
their minds to. He was a very 

lively individual having interest in multi-
ple fields of activity and was very visible 
on the social scene. He was also known 
for his philanthropy and was particular-
ly interested in educational affairs. He 
was an entrepreneur par excellence who 
cared out a niche for himself in the hospi-
tality industry and extended his business 
ventures widely.  He brought his sons into 
his business and trained them to manage 
their vast business activities. He also had 
the privilege of serving as honourary 
consul general of Canada since 1985 and 
was instrumental in dealing with child 
kidnappings, forced marriages and di-
vorce actions along with furthering mu-
tual commercial and trade matters.

Byram Avari arrived on Pakistani na-
tional scene when he won Gold Medal for 
enterprise-class yachting in two Asian 
Games. The first gold medal he won in 
Asian Games held in Bangkok in 1978 
along with Munir Sadiq and then repeat-
ed this feat in Asian Games held in New 
Delhi in 1982 along with his wife Gosh-
pi Avari.   These victories came as a big 
surprise for Pakistan opening up a new 
chapter in Pakistan’s sports history as 
the country went on to dominate in that 
class for no less than 16 years before 
losing the title at the Hiroshima Asian 
Games in 1994. Very interestingly, the 
duo entered the competition on its own, 
as in those days sailing was not officially 
recognised, therefore, the pair was not 
sponsored by the government and had 
to foot their own bill.  Byram Avari was 
awarded with the Pride of Performance 
Award for sports in 1982.

Byram Avari joined his father’s hos-
pitality business that was initiated by 
Avari family in 1944 with Bristol Hotel, 
followed in 1948 by Beach Luxury Hotel 
that was to become the flagship hotel.  He 
along with his sons owned and operated 
the Avari Group of Companies with the 
group owning and operating Avari ho-
tels including a five-star deluxe hotel in 

Lahore, five-star Avari Towers and sea-
front Beach Luxury Hotel in Karachi. The 
group is also known to be actively pur-
suing opportunities for owning and man-
aging three- and four-star properties 
elsewhere in Pakistan. The Avari Group 
was the first Pakistani company to have 
obtained international hotel manage-
ment contracts. As of now, they operate 

the 200-room four- star hotel in Dubai, 
and manage the 200-room Ramada Inn 
in Toronto at Pearson Airport in Canada.

Byram Avari always pursued wel-
fare-oriented policies in all his business 
ventures and refused to lay off workers 
in the worst economic situations. The 
key motivation for Byram and his family 
members was economic benefit though 
their meaning of the word benefit did not 
only mean monetary gain but respect, 
recognition, standing in society, level of 
reputation and acknowledgement. Keep-
ing in view his intention Byram Avari ’s 
motto was “we have to give back to the 
society and our Zoroastrian community 
of Karachi”.

Byram Avari was also politically active 
as the minority representative in the Na-
tional Assembly from 1988 to 1993 and 
his constituency spanned from the Ka-
lash tribe in Chitral to Sikhs of Punjab to 
the Bahai’s of Thatta and the Zoroastri-
ans of Karachi. During both of elections 
he was elected with a double majority 
count over the next contestant. During 
his tenure as public representative he ar-

ranged sanitation and drinking water for 
the Bahai community of Thatta, opening 
of the Sikh gurdwaras in Nankana Sahib 
and Panja Sahib as well as maintaining 
English language medium at two Parsi 
Schools and the Karachi Parsi Anjuman 
Trust Fund (KPATF). Byram Avari also 
served as vice president of the Dastur 
Doctor Dhalla Memorial Institute Karachi 
in 1982 and became chairman Parsi New 
Year Celebration Committee in 1988. Lat-
er in 1990, Avari became vice-chairman 
of the Karachi Parsi Anjuman Trust Fund 
and president of the Jehangir Peerozshah 
Dubash Health Culture Institute in 1989. 
TW

Hoor Asrar Rauf has remained 
a national swimming champion 
and recently  Graduated from 
UCF-USA in Hospitality and 
Event Management 

Malik Nasir Mahmood Aslam 
describes the volatility of 
Pakistani stocks

Volatile Pakistan Stock Exchange

The prevailing deep anxieties 
over the state of economy in 
the country have given rise to 
an almost long term depressive 

tendency in the Pakistani stock trade.  
The intense volatility experienced by the 
stock exchange is the logical outcome of 
the continuous instability in the country 
with apparently no end in sight of all the 
travails. The stock trade is found subject-
ed to intense fluctuation that could be 
gauged by the fact that a bullish trend 
is hardly maintained before the bears 
snatch away the advantage. One can wit-
ness three days of bullish trend but then 
it is replaced by deep falls in stock pric-
es negatively impacting the cumulative 
business sentiment in the country.

The lack of business confidence has 
played a major part in depressing the 
Pakistani national economic activity 
plunging the country in unprecedented 
economic problems. With all the indica-
tors pointing towards further downward 
trend in the economy, the stock trade 
also is influenced by such negativity and 
remains inconsistent in its performance.

Just last week another bull-run was 
recorded at the Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) as the market resumed the trading 
session on a positive note and processed 
to make an intraday high of 1209.79 
points after the government took pos-
itive measures to get in-line with the 
IMF prerequisites before the resump-
tion of talks for the revival of the IMF 
Programme. Major confidence booster 
for the investors proved to be the free 
float of exchange rate determined by the 
market as volumes soared up across the 
board. However, after witnessing three 
consecutive bullish sessions, at end of 
the week, PSX closed on a negative note 

as investors opted to take profits. The 
market opened in the red zone and trad-
ed in the same zone with sluggish activity 
throughout the first trading owing to the 
rupee dollar parity and political instabil-
ity. However, the bears took charge soon 
after as the index plunged down 440.97 
points as investors opted to square-up 
their positions due to the rollover week. 
Volumes remained healthy as investors 
are optimistic about the upcoming IMF 
teams visit for the 9th review of the Ex-
tended Fund Facility from the IMF Pro-
gramme.

The market sentiment is deeply influ-
enced by the fast changing situation the 
country finds itself in as it shows strong 
recovery after the government’s deci-
sion to make tough decisions to seek IMF 
programme revival and was also helped 
by investor speculation over likely help 

from the United States to revive the pro-
gramme as well as financial support from 
the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Ara-
bia played a catalyst role in the bullish 
activity. It was a welcome recovery as 
the index had shed nearly 2,000 points in 
the previous week on political instability 
after Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
assemblies were dissolved. This insta-
bility deeply clouded investor percep-
tion and they were unwilling to be con-
fident about the future prospects. Since 
the stock market is the primary pedestal 
of creating wealth, therefore, any fledg-
ling activity on this platform negatively 
affects the cumulative economic per-
formance of the country. It is more than 
clear that the investor confidence is bad-
ly required to be reoriented otherwise it 
would be almost impossible to restore it.

Unfortunately, the depressed state 

of stock trade in the country has been 
continuing since some time as it was re-
ported that the PSX was one of the worst 
performers last year (2022) with the 
benchmark of share prices settling at 9.4 
per cent down from 2021. It was report-
ed that the stock market stayed under 
pressure because of economic and polit-
ical problems throughout 2022. As 2022 
witnessed a 22 per cent fall in the rupee’s 
value against the dollar, the dollar-based 
return of the KSE-100 index remained 
29 per cent. It was however pointed out 
that the downward swing on the national 
bourse was in line with an international 
trend as global stock markets lost $18 
trillion in 2022 with a drop of approxi-
mately 20 per cent in the World Index of 
MSCI and its performance was rated as 
the worst since the 2008 financial crisis.

Accordingly throughout last year trad-
ing activity on the PSX remained dull 
owing to macroeconomic issues in 2022. 
The average daily traded volume in the 
ready market PSX went down 52 per 
cent year-on-year to 230 million shares. 
Similarly, the average daily traded value 
dropped 59 per cent to Rs.7 billion which 
was the lowest level since 2019. In the 
futures market, volume and value per 
day were also down 33 per cent and 56 
per cent. The stock market also under-
performed in other assets with treasury 
bills, money market funds and property 
indices posted returns in the range of 12-
14 per cent in 2022. As for the raising of 
fresh capital on the stock market, only 
three offerings took place in 2022 as op-
posed to eight a year ago. The number of 
offerings was also the lowest since 2019 
when the PSX witnessed only one offer-
ing. Foreign corporate selling continued 
in 2022 with a net sale of $127 million. 
In the last seven years, foreign corporates 
have sold shares worth $2.5 billion. Local 
mutual funds and insurance companies 
also trimmed their equity holdings in 
2022. TW 

Malik Nasir Mahmood Aslam is 
a seasoned social activist
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Nabeel Zafar talks about a 
perennial problem

Causes of political instability 
in Pakistan

The governance record of Paki-
stan is a sad commentary on 
the adversity the country suf-
fered on account of endemic 

political instability. Even after the inter-
nal and international factors compelled 
Pakistani establishment to eschew from 
taking over the reins of governance, the 
internecine political conflicts have not 
died down keeping the ghost of instabil-
ity haunting the Pakistani fabric. What 
exacerbates the situation is that these 
conflicts are always kept on the boil by 
covert tactics of the establishment that 
is always bent upon making its overar-
ching presence felt on the national af-
fairs. In this context the arbitrary forces 
take advantage of the experience they 
have acquired while running the coun-
try through frequent take-overs in the 
past. They keep up the pressure by em-
ploying legal tactics to avoid getting im-
plicated in serious constitutional issues, 
repressing political opponents and ma-
nipulating local governance. In this situa-
tion, the civilian political apparatus is left 
with hardly any option but to struggle for 
democratic ascendance while its hands 
being tide giving rise to multiple causes 
flaming political instability.

Pakistani polity is still divided over 
the type of political system it wants to 
follow ultimately as the arbitrary forc-
es have succeeded in creating serious 
doubts about the Westminster style of 
democratic governance though it was 
the system through which Pakistan came 
into existence and was unquestioningly 
followed by the founding fathers. This 
cause of conflict keeps on raising its head 
ever so often with proponents of presi-
dential system sowing discord within the 
ranks of political elements. Keeping in 
view the abject lack of freedom of action, 
any democratically elected government 

falters in service delivery providing the 
pretext to the arbitrary forces to casti-
gate it and the most frequent method 
they adopt is to encourage people to cry 
out for a messiah that the arbitrary forc-
es always are more than willing to pro-
vide. The country, therefore, finds itself 
always in two boats increasing political 
instability.  

The frequent military takeovers have 
converted Pakistan into a security state 
with the civilian political class finding it-
self under pressure to keep the security 
considerations established by the estab-
lishment at the forefront. This priority 
is made mandatory even at the expense 
of other development requirements and 
causes tremendous discomfiture to ci-
vilian governments that are left with no 
option but to sacrifice other priorities at 
the altar of national security. Following 
the footprint left by military regimes, the 
civilian setup is obliged to follow pur-
suance of policy aimed blaming every-

thing on hostile neighbours and always 
harping on threats to internal security. 
A combination of the two keeps elect-
ed governments on tenterhooks while 
providing much-needed room to the ar-
bitrary forces to keep on manipulating 
matters heightening instability.

Over the last six decades the adminis-
trative apparatus of Pakistan has become 
almost dysfunctional as the country has 
not been able to sustain the authority 
its administrative setup possessed at 
the time of colonial rule. Unfortunate-
ly, instead of re-creating authority the 
administrative machinery was virtual-
ly paralysed by ad-hoc decision making 
practices. It was all too obvious that con-
sistent calls for long-term, structural re-
form were paid no heed in the past with 
the result that many consider the system 
to be beyond repair. The complete break-
down of the system has become man-
ifest by its complete failure to handle 
disasters, both natural and man-made, 

and its inadequacies in almost all other 
civilian state functions with the result 
that the military authorities are depend-
ed upon in case of handling emergencies. 
This typical inability heavily contributes 
to political instability and causes wide-
spread public dissatisfaction.

The hapless political elements are 
kept on a leash both by the permanent 
establishment and rising public expec-
tations. Both these anxieties hamper 
their functioning capability and they 
remain worried about their re-election 
prospects. They remain engrossed in 
strengthening their connections and look 
for extra support from the establishment 
thereby diverting their attention from 
public issues.  They also try to forge links 
with the trading class and it could clear-
ly observed that the richer segments of 
Pakistani population usually gain rather 
uncomfortable clout in governance with 
their interests clashing with the policies 
of public welfare putting plenty of pres-
sure on political stability. 

Political instability is perpetuated 
by consistently increasing chaos in the 
country that is the outcome of public 
dissatisfaction, covert activity of the ar-
bitrary forces, economic inequity and so-
cial inequality. The fact however cannot 
be ignored that political elements show 
little capability of prudently coexisting 
with their political colleagues. The polit-
ical elements have also shown a marked 
tendency of intolerance against their 
political opponents and this is a mutual 
difficulty that seriously disrupts political 
stability. Then there is the question of the 
ability of political elements to successful-
ly carry out the responsibilities they as-
sume after the electorate provides them 
the opportunity to govern. In this context 
it is widely held that the political cadre of 
the country has consistently fallen short 
of public expectations that have made po-
litical instability perpetual. TW
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Risks to Indus Water Treaty
Uzair Ali looks at a crucial 
matter

Keeping in view the complicat-
ed water flow systems in the 
northwestern part of the sub-
continent it was not surprising 

that issues cropped up between the new 
states of Pakistan and India. The water 
dispute was very serious as Pakistan 
was left at the mercy of the upper ripar-
ian, India, that was unwilling to let the 
Indus Riverine System’s waters  flow to 
the lower adequately to lower riparian, 
Pakistan. The seriousness of the issue 
called for international arbitration and 
through the good-offices of the World 
Bank negotiation process began in 1951 
that resulted in the signing of Indus Wa-
ter Treaty in 1960. Throughout the years 
up to 2002 the treaty was rarely disput-
ed though issues did arise but they sub-
sided after mutual consultation. But the 
treaty started getting mired in contro-
versy when India started pushing ahead 
aggressively with the Kishanganga and 
Baglihar projects.

In the meanwhile, it is reported that 
India has asked Pakistan to change the 
Indus Waters Treaty by barring third 
parties from intervening in disputes. In 
this context it is added that India had 
served Pakistan a notice to modify the 
treaty and wanted to meet to start re-
solving the long-running dispute within 
90 days. It was mentioned that whatever 
small differences that may come up, how 
they can be resolved without the involve-
ment of any third party since it is a bi-
lateral treaty, consequently a third party 
should not be required.

Pakistan has taken notice of reports 
regarding India’s attempt to unilateral-
ly modify the Indus Waters Treaty and 
noted that the treaty could not be uni-
laterally modified. It said that this was 
an attempt to divert attention from the 

ongoing arbitration proceedings in The 
Hague. Pakistan believes that any risk 
of conflicting outcomes can be arrest-
ed through coordination and coopera-
tion between the two forums; Pakistan 
is engaging with both of them. In con-
trast, India has boycotted the arbitration 
court, which is competent to proceed 
ex-parte and is doing so. In this respect 
the Per-manent Court of Arbi¬tration, a 
non-UN intergovernmental organisation 
located in The Hague has started hearing 
a dispute between Pak¬istan and India 
regarding Kishanganga hydroelectric 
project pursuant to a decades-old wa-
ter-sharing agreement. 

The Indian reaction is supposed to 
be taken with reference to the Kishan-
ganga issue that cropped up when it was 
found out that the project is located on 
a tributary of River Jhelum and because 

the water it diverts for the purpose of 
power generation is not returned to the 
Kishanganga but to the Bonar-Madmati 
Nullah which is a different tributary of 
River Jhelum.  Pakistan’s challenge to the 
diversionary aspect of the Kishanganga 
project focused on the argument that it 
would adversely affect the Neelum-Jhe-
lum Project being constructed by Paki-
stan near Muzaffarabad. India instead 
argued that the Neelum-Jhelum project 
could not be considered as the then ex-
isting hydro-electric use by Pakistan, not 
only because it was still under construc-
tion by Pakistan but because Pakistan 
had committed to the Neelum-Jhelum 
Project after India had committed to the 
Kishanganga project.

Pakistan is concerned that India’s 
planned hydropower dams will cut flows 
on the river feeding 80 per cent of its 

irrigated agriculture. Over the years, it 
has asked for a neutral expert and then 
an arbitration court to intervene. On the 
other hand, India has accused Pakistan of 
dragging out the complaints process and 
says the construction of its Kishanganga 
and Ratle projects is allowed by the six-
decade-old Indus Water Treaty. Pakistan 
initiated the legal proceeding in 2016, by 
requesting the establishment of an ad hoc 
arbitration court pursuant to Article IX of 
the Indus Waters Treaty. Pakistan was 
compelled to take this step after strenu-
ously raising its concerns in the Perma-
nent Indus Commission starting in 2006 
for the Kishanganga project and then 
seeking resolution in government-level 
talks held in New Delhi in July 2015. Pa-
kistan’s decision to initiate proceedings is 
in response to India’s persistent refusal to 
address Islamabad’s concerns. The treaty 
provides for two forums for settling the 
disputes viz. the court of arbitration that 
addresses legal, technical and systemic 
issues and the neutral expert, which ad-
dresses only technical issues.

Keeping in view the situation, Paki-
stan requested the establishment of the 
court of arbitration because of systemic 
questions requiring legal interpretation. 
India responded to Pakistan’s initiation 
of the formal dispute settlement process 
by its own belated request for appoint-
ing a neutral expert. While the hearings 
continued, fearing conflicting outcomes 
from two parallel processes, in Decem-
ber 2016, the World Bank suspended the 
processes for the establishment of the 
court of arbitration and appointment of 
the neutral expert and invited both coun-
tries to negotiate and agree on one fo-
rum. Pakistan and India could not agree 
on a mutually acceptable forum. After six 
years, the World Bank finally lifted the 
suspension, created the arbitration court 
and appointed a neutral expert, but by 
this time, India had built the Kishanganga 
project. TW
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Contentious by-elections
Fahad Ali looks forward to 
curious by-elections

In an action that was doubted by 
many, Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) declared holding by-elec-
tions on 33 seats of the National 

Assembly when the resignations of PTI 
MNAs, pending since April 2022, were 
unexpectedly accepted by the ECP and 
duly notified causing the seats to fall va-
cant. The sudden acceptance of these res-
ignations happened after it was reported 
that the opposition was planning to bring 
a confidence motion against the coalition 
government. Elections to these seats are 
scheduled to be held on 16 March 2023 
in geographically divergent constituen-
cies of the country. The vacant series are 
extremely varied ranging from Swat to 
Haripur, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Bhak-
kar, Multan, Karachi and Quetta. This 
development indicates that the electoral 
process is considered as the ultimate op-
tion for determining political priorities 
along with re-fixing the badly dented 
democratic process. This is indeed a step 
in the right direction as it would spell the 
end of the highly disputed electoral ses-
sion that was unveiled in 2018.

The electoral process in the country 
has started and it not only comprises of 
by-elections to the national parliament 
but will also be held to the Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assemblies that 
were recently dissolved. The first step 
taken by the ECP is to hold by-elections 
to NA seats numbered 93 out of which 
by-elections to 33 seats have been an-
nounced. As far as elections to the pro-
vincial assemblies is concerned, as 
mandated under Article 224 of the Con-
stitution, these elections must be held 
within 90 days of the dissolution of the 
two provincial assemblies. In this context 
the ECP has proposed holding elections 
for the Punjab legislature between 9 and 
13 April and for KP between 15 to 17 
April. It is clear that the proposed dates 
indicate the intention of the ECP to ini-
tiate and finish this exercise within the 
allocated 90-days duration that would 

fall at the latter half of the month of Ra-
madan.

Though there is no bar on holding 
elections for national and provincial elec-
tions on different dates but the current 
situation is quite curious in its content. 
The most important aspect of the situa-
tion is that ECP is now faced with hold-
ing elections to no less than two-thirds 
of the national assembly seats. This is a 
radically anomalous state of affairs that 
has put the policy makers in a quandary. 
The real question is about the validity of 
a truncated federal legislature that has 
been brought to this position after pro-
longed contention.  Apart from conten-
tious political considerations the atten-
tion is also drawn towards the cost of this 
exercise as this exigency was not worked 
out before and its costs were not budget-
ed. This implies that extra funds are re-
quired to be allocated that would become 
burdensome keeping in view the precar-

ious financial position of the national ex-
chequer. It is well-known that polls need 

plenty of expenditure and such exercise 
done frequently has the potential of se-
riously affecting the national budgetary 
patterns.

It is also seriously debated whether 
these by-polls would end up being wast-
ed as the opposition planning to contest 
them has publicly affirmed its intention 
of not sitting in the house. Moreover, 
the newly elected members will have, at 
best, few months to sit in the assembly 
and such an outcome is widely taken as 
wastage of money and effort. The situa-
tion is such that the very integrity of the 
electoral exercise, looked down upon 
as contentious and unproductive by the 
powerful segments of establishment 
segments, would be fatally compromised 
and may lose its credibility harming its 
claims to govern the country. In the an-
nals of democratic governance, electoral 
exercise is undertaken for far fewer seats 
during the course of an electoral term 
agreed for in the constitution but hold-
ing elections for such a large number of 
seats actually negates the very essence of 
democratic governance. In the absence 
of consensual agreement on the nature 
and composition of representative in-

stitutions, they lose their legitimacy and 
the current dissatisfaction with them is 
symptomatic of the general public aver-
sion of them. 

It must also be borne in mind that the 
credibility of the ECP is already called 
to question and putting it to further test 
would prove detrimental to the demo-
cratic governance. In the prevailing bitter 
scenario it looks certain that any action 
undertaken by the ECP would be con-
tested and this implies that the future of 
the refilled national legislature would be 
highly untenable and may prove self-de-
feating ultimately. Another point to pon-

der is that the by-elections will be held 
under the supervision of the incumbent 
government instead of a caretaker set up 
and will be open to dispute. The situation 
is required to be viewed in the backdrop 
of the complete distrust between the po-
litical elements meaning thereby that the 
chances of a political compromise are ex-
tremely remote further complicating the 
situation. The prevailing circumstances 
call for refraining from further tread-
ing into uncharted territory whereby it 
would become very difficult to extricate 
the system from its harms.

In a curious twist to the situation, the 

chairman of PTI has announced to set 
another record by contesting by-elec-
tions for all the 33 vacated seats of the 
National Assembly. Earlier, in last Octo-
ber, he had created a record by running 
for eight constituencies and made histo-
ry by bagging six of them proving that he 
was politically very virile and unable to 
be beaten in electoral competition. This 
development has opened up a door that 
is highly unconventional and many ob-
servers are baffled by this move. The rea-
sons for being dumbfounded are many 
particularly the oft-repeated assertion of 
the chairman PTI that he considers the 

incumbent parliament as unworthy of 
being the part of as it is full of public rep-
resentatives who he considers unworthy 
to be its member. He has also proclaimed 
that he would contest by-elections not to 
take part in the proceedings of the house 
but as a measure of convincing the forces 
that matter of the need to conduct fresh 
national polls forthwith because he is 
sure that the NA has lost all credibility as 
a representative institution.

This unexpected turn of events has 
cast an ominously negative shadow on 
the already fractured governance in the 
country. The incumbent coalition gov-
ernment is unwilling to test its popu-
larity in elections held before time as it 
has expended its considerable political 
capital while trying to steady the sinking 
economic ship. In the process it has tak-
en highly unpopular decisions under the 
pressure of IMF that have given rise to 
extremely high levels of inflation break-
ing the back of the masses. The govern-
ment is insistent that it should be al-
lowed time till the fresh elections due in 
October of this year so that it brings back 
the economy on an even keel and recap-
tures its political acceptance and pop-
ularity. This consideration obviously is 
not acceptable to the opposition that has 
kept up its pressure resulting in a stand-
off that has exacerbated instability in the 
country. If the announced by-elections 
will eventually succeed in breaking the 
logjam is anybody’s guess but otherwise 
this exercise will end up in nothing. Quite 
obviously the situation is dire and expe-
rienced political experts are reluctant to 
hazard any guess in the matter. TW  
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Separation of powers
M Ali Siddiqi talks about a very 
relevant issue

The concept and practice of sep-
aration of powers has been in 
vogue since a considerably long 
time and it is an accepted gov-

ernance principle in modern day and age. 
This principle gradually evolved along 
with the entity recognised as state. The 
many vicissitudes the evolutionary state 
experienced also included the system of 
its governance and gave rise to a potent 
body devised specifically to manage its 
affairs. For this purpose a multi-dimen-
sional outfit emerged known as govern-
ment holding sway over the territories 
recognised as a state. Amongst many 
complications the evolving apparatus of 
government faced was the precise nature 
of power assigned to respective organs of 
the government. It was witnessed to the 
chagrin of operatives of government that 
they could not assign arbitrary authority 
to any singular organ of the government 
that gave rise to profound deliberations 
about the matter.

It was decided after quite a long time 
that multiple aspects of government 
could be suitably discharged with some 
kind of operating balance between them 
otherwise the entire process would be 
mired in consistent tug-of-war between 
them. It was accordingly decided that a 
suitable separation of powers within the 
organs of a government was the only way 
forward. This concept detailed the na-
ture and extent of the powers to be pos-
sessed and exercised by each organ of the 
government. In its essence separation of 
powers emphasised that individuals en-
joy liberty only when the powers of the 
government are separated in a balanced 
manner. This concept held its relevance 
in terms that government, being an agen-
cy through which the will of the state is 
formulated, expressed and realised. Both 
angles of the government dealing with 
territorial and functional aspects have 
separate areas of responsibility. 

In this context separation of powers 
point out that the territorial organisation 

of the government relates to the split-
ting up of the territory of the state into 
several political divisions. Each political 
division is entrusted with certain powers 
and functions. As against this, function-
al organisation of government is related 
to the distribution of powers among the 
three organs namely legislature, execu-
tive and judiciary. It therefore becomes 
clear that the concept of separation of 
powers is concerned with the function-
al distribution of governmental powers. 
This is where the relevance of this con-
cept is emphasised and it is quite clear 
that any deviation from it usually results 
in a perpetual imbalance within a state. 
Any deviation from this concept directly 
impinges upon the liberty of individuals 
inhabiting territories of a state as they 
could enjoy liberty only when there is no 
abuse of powers. 

The emphatic consideration of abuse 
of power was the underlying factor in 
keeping powers separate and for this 

purpose an adequate system of checks 
and balances was put in place. It was 
pointed out that proper and prudent 
government required moderate powers 
as any lopsided tilt towards more pow-
er was bound to be abused. It was added 
that in a system where power was con-
centrated or combined in any govern-
mental organisation individual liberty 
cannot be maintained and preserved. 
In this context it was mentioned that 
if legislative and executive powers are 
combined in the same person or body of 
persons, the same agency acts as the law 
maker and law executor with the conse-
quence that the power contained therein 
could be abused.

The separation of power principle 
underscored that powers of the govern-
ment, under no circumstances, should be 
concentrated in one person or a body of 
persons. It strongly advocates that pow-
er should be appropriately distributed 
among the three organs of government 
that evolved with the state. This concept 
is totally against the fusion of powers of 
the government either in one organ or 
the two as this balance is the essence of 

equitable governance and proper exer-
cise of governmental functions. The con-
cept puts in place a structure assigning 
specific and special powers to each organ 
of the government favouring the provi-
sion of powers in a balanced manner. It 
states that such exercise of power should 
be done with restraint and in a demo-
cratic manner ensuring smooth function-
ing of the state and its people.

The separation of power principle is 
strongly based upon the system of checks 
and balances and accordingly emphasis-
es introduction of checks and balances 
as supplementary to the separation of 
power. It enables each organ to wield a 
limited degree of control over the others 
either by participating to some extent in 

the exercise of powers allocated primari-
ly to a particular branch or by making ef-
fective functioning of each organ contin-
gent upon the supporting action by the 
others. This aspect of the principle is cur-
rently considered an essential reality of 
political science and is widely practiced 
even in states that do not adhere to the 
notions of democratic governance.

This principle advocates the provision 
of special and specific powers to each 
organ of the government. It made each 
organ as an independent and supreme 
organ its own sphere with relevant pow-
ers assigned to it. It is also favoured 
special identity to each organ clarifying 
its area of responsibilities. Such desig-
nation of specific powers leads to the 

specialisation of functions and increase 
in the efficiency of each organ with the 
ultimate aim of coordinating exercise of 
governance. This principle has proved its 
validity over a period of time and it has 
also evolved with the changing aspects of 
governmental functioning. There is hard-
ly any doubt that the principle of separa-
tion of powers has proved its relevance 
in modern day governmental activity. 
Modern states follow this principle that 
is usually enshrined in their constitu-
tions and is correctly adhered to.

Though this principle was and is still 
considered a very valuable reality in 
modern governance yet it is also conced-
ed that absolute separation of powers is 
almost impossible and the reason for it is 

that for all intents and purposes govern-
ment is an integrated body with many of 
its organs interconnected and cannot be 
divided into water-tight compartments. 
It is also pointed out that efficient and 
prudent governance demands proper ar-
ticulation and not separation of powers. 
As this theory is essentially functional in 
context therefore it is difficult to main-
tain their separateness as the values 
resulting from such separation and the 
problem of how best to combine these 
separate institutions of government are 
commensurate with the structure of so-
ciety.

While conceding that separation of 
powers is deeply instrumental in ensur-
ing efficient and equitable governance 
yet this essential principle is grossly vio-
lated in Pakistan. It is also conceded that 
the powers and functions of executive 
have increased tremendously thereby 
making the legislature and judiciary less 
powerful but in the way they are ignored 
in Pakistan is simply traumatic. The em-
phasis this principle lays on separating 
powers with a view that no single organ 
could exert its own impact, either direct-
ly or indirectly upon the other organs 
but Pakistan’s governance structure  is 
extremely lopsided with an organ of the 
state impinges upon the functions of 
other organs in such a fashion that it has 
smothered them all. This extraordinary 
dominance has completely disfigured 
the governance structure in Pakistan 
and has deeply and negatively impacted 
the governmental functionality. In these 
trying times for Pakistan it is absolutely 
imperative that the principle of separa-
tion of powers should be revisited and 
adhered to in letter and spirit. TW
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Plight of the Rupee

Pakistani rupee has plunged mer-
cilessly to lows that are usually 
unbelievable but it unfortunate-
ly took place causing serious 

harms to the national economy. As a con-
sequence the rupee has become the most 
depressed currency in the region and 
the fears are that crunch of dollars will 
further depreciate its value. The rupee 
also suffered due to the acute political in-
stability that has gripped Pakistan since 
the last many years. This problem neces-
sitated the change of government that 
brought in a new financial team reputed 
for its so-called wizardry in such matters 
but somehow it stalled the financial de-
cision making. The new financial man-
agement insisted upon holding the val-
ue of rupee against dollar and capped it 
creating a booming grey market with the 
spread between official and non-official 
exchange rates of dollar wildly swinging 
between 15 to 20 rupees. Moreover, due 
to tightly restricting imports the foreign 
exchange equivalent was hard to come 
by as on the one hand the country started 
hemorrhaging dollars as reportedly they 
were smuggled as well as hoarded and on 
the other hand letters of credit were not 
honoured creating shortage of crucial 
imports grid locking industry further ex-
acerbating the economic woes. 

As the rupee continued to weaken 
faster than market expectations doubts 
and fears were mounting over the coun-
try’s economic health, particularly its 
ability to pay the import bill for essen-
tial items in the coming weeks. The ex-
change rate had been primarily hit hard 
by a steep decline in the central bank’s 
foreign exchange reserves, which have 
shrunk to a near nine-year low of $4.34 

billion. The stock market, beset by polit-
ical uncertainty and worrying economic 
indicators, is also on the decline and fell 
in many sessions. Currency experts said 
the rupee was falling despite being man-
aged by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). 
The shortage of dollars has started to 
negatively affect all sectors of economy 
and many believe that the country would 
soon notice the shortage of petroleum 
products along with basic essential items 
like food items. It is also mentioned that 
there have been no significant inflows 
since June when China provided $2.5 bil-
lion. The economic experts are watching 
the outflows despite low imports and $2 
billion inflows of remittances per month 

on average.
After consistent reluctance of the IMF 

to release the much-needed financial 
tranche as it was insisting on letting the 
price of dollar adjust according to the 
market requirement and the newly in-
stalled finance minister taking the oppo-
site course of action, the rupee suffered 
the consequences. The situation grew 
complicated with the protestations of 
trade and industry circles growing loud-
er as their letters of credit were not hon-
oured costing very dear to the importers 
and industry owners because they were 
compelled to spend large chunks of mon-
ey owing to the demurrages incurred at 
the ports. The situation came to a pass 

whereby the head of the State Bank was 
publicly chastised by the industrialists 
with some of them alleging corruption 
within the ranks of personnel of the 
central bank. These pressures finally 
prompted the foreign exchange com-
panies to lift the price cap on the dollar 
saying it had caused artificial distortions 
and created a black market, where the 
US currency was selling at higher rates. 

In the process of keeping the cap on, 
one crucial factor emerged that was the 
difference in rates between the inter-
bank and open markets that widened 
to Rs.15 to 20 in recent months. Resul-
tantly, before the cap on the rupee was 
removed, markets experienced three 
different rates to assess its value: the 
SBP’s official rate, the one assessed by 
the foreign exchange companies and the 
black market rate. In this context it was 
pointed out that shortly after taking over 
in September last year, Finance Minister 
Dar had termed rupee’s depreciation 
against the US dollar as the mother of all 
evils and introduced a host of adminis-
trative measures in collaboration with 
the central bank to keep the exchange 
rate in check. However, as the country’s 
foreign exchange reserves declined rap-
idly, the financial sector had urged Dar 
to stop managing the rupee-dollar parity, 
which is one of the key conditions set by 
the IMF for resuming stalled talks.

Just after the exchange rate was de-
capped what was experienced was a 
steep depreciation and it was reported 
that this was the largest single-day de-
cline in both absolute and percentage 

Dr. Tahseen Mahmood Aslam 
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terms since the introduction of the new 
exchange rate system in 1999. Separately, 
the rupee was traded at Rs.255 per dol-
lar, reportedly also a record low in the 
open market equating a depreciation of 
Rs.12 or 4.94 per cent over the previous 
day rate of Rs.243. One crucial factor that 
emerged was that the difference in rates 
between the interbank and open mar-
kets which had widened to Rs.15 to 20 in 
recent months was almost wiped out. It 
was opined that it was a much-awaited 
adjustment that allowed banks to quote 
an exchange rate based on demand and 

supply in the market. In this context it 
was also pointed out that Pakistan ad-
hered to a market-based exchange rate 
till September last year implying that the 
change was brought about by the incum-
bent finance minister that caused more 
harm than good. With the change in mon-
etary policy the interbank rate was kept 
within a narrow band that gave rise to a 
grey market.

The change in policy will gradually 
eliminate the spread between interbank 
and grey market rates that will help in in-
creasing exports and inward remittances 

through banking channels. It has already 
resulted in the IMF announcing visit of its 
team to parley about reviving the delayed 
ninth review and once it is successfully 
completed then the IMF’s finance tranche 
will be released and will also hasten in-
flows from friendly countries. Surpris-
ingly, however, that there were no sellers, 
only people looking to buy the dollar as it 
was expected that it would further gain 
in value. In the meanwhile it was also re-
ported that commercial banks were not 
supplying dollars to exchange companies 
despite the SBP’s directives. Quite obvi-

ously, the banks expect the dollar to go 
up and they would try to hold it longer 
as possible.

This impression is supported by the 
fact that the black-market rate is still 
sticking in the range of Rs.260-270 and 
the decision of exchange companies 
has not had any impact as such. How-
ever, Stock market investors responded 
positively to the decision to remove the 
currency cap with the Pakistan Stock Ex-
¬change’s benchmark index rising. Nev-
ertheless, the SBP’s reserves at $4.34 
billion were alarming for the country 
and their low-level is contributing to de-
pressed economic activity. The finance 
ministry has assured the exporters of 
allowing imports for inputs but the cur-
rency experts were still looking for im-
provement as it is repeatedly mentioned 
that immediate help was needed to save 
the country from default and the people 
from a situation like Sri Lanka. Howev-
er, exporters welcomed the decision but 
said it was too late since they had lost 
a significant share in the international 
market, particularly in textiles, where 
Bangladesh had increased its edge 
during the last six months. The situation 
is quite dire and requires urgent amelio-
ratory measures. TW
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Cumbersome economic 
affairs

Asrar Raouf talks about the 
current economic scenario

With the foreign exchange 
reserves of the country 
hitting a 9-year low and 
negotiations with IMF get-

ting protracted, the economic affairs of 
Pakistan are fast pushing the country to-
wards an economic meltdown. It is quite 
obvious that the economic managers are 
getting chaotic by the day with nothing 
coming to their rescue. It is manifest that 
without the green light of the IMF no oth-
er financial agency would lend money to 
Pakistan and that appears to be a catch 
that has gripped the country and it looks 
that the incumbent financial high ups 
take it as almost insurmountable obsta-
cle. The foreign exchange reserves have 
reportedly gone down due to external 
debt repayments. Such unprecedented 
developments have deeply impacted the 
value of Pakistani rupee that is now expe-
riencing a historic low of Rs.271 against 
dollar. To the detriment of the country’s 
economy, the Pakistani currency has lost 
a whopping 24.51 per cent over the fis-
cal year that started in last July. Experts 
point out that the extremely worrying 
depreciation in the foreign exchange re-
serves is the outcome of decades of mal-
governance, incompetence, merit system 
failure and politically motivated econom-

ic decisions.
It is reported that without IMF um-

brella, Pakistan’s external financing pipe-
line is on the verge of drying up as the 
country was the recipient of 40 per cent 

lower inflows amounting to only $5.596 
billion in the first half of the current fis-

cal year against $9.4bn in the same peri-
od last year. The most worrying aspect of 

this situation is that for a country heavily 
dependent upon foreign inflows, it re-
ceived just 24.5 per cent of $22.8 billion 
budget target implying that unless IMF 
comes to rescue as early as possible. If in 
this case it does not happen at the earli-
est then the country would be unable to 
receive higher foreign inflows and con-
sequently Pakistan would be unable to 
meet not its external debt obligations but 
its crucial imports would also be drasti-
cally curtailed causing a breakdown re-
sembling the situation that took place in 
Sri Lanka. The current position of foreign 
inflows could be gauged by the fact that 
in December last year Pakistan received 
only $478 million, registering a fall of 43 
per cent as compared to $842 million in 
November 2022 and $4.56 billion in De-
cember 2021. These figures bring to fore 
the alarmingly drastic reduction in the 
inflows that is extremely unnerving for 
the financial managers of the country.

It must be borne in mind that Paki-
stan’s foreign flows come from multiple 
sources but unlike previous years there it 
was reported that they came only through 
three sources restricting the scope of this 
source. The three major sources in this 
respect this year are the moneys coming 
from multilateral lenders amounting to 
$4.77 billion followed by $708 million 
from bilateral lenders and only $200 
million from commercial banks. The cu-
mulative amount received in this head 
was short of the budgetary target of $7.5 
billion causing a problematic paucity of 
funds. Equally worrying aspect is the 
reluctance of private commercial banks 

that are showing concerns about the 
delay in finalising of the review of IMF 
programme. It is worthwhile that inter-
national bonds considered the fourth 
source of acquiring foreign inflows has 
ultimately dried up owing to poor credit 
rating amid external account challeng-
es that have caused the historic drop in 
foreign exchange reserves. It is reported 
that government was relying upon and 
had budgeted $2 billion in international 

bonds for the current fiscal year but this 
expectation badly foundered and nothing 
came in through this source.

Badly under duress the incumbent 
dispensation has started to roll out fiscal 
and monetary measures as demanded by 
the IMF. The incumbent finance minister 
was seen as indecisive after taking office 
after replacing his party colleague and 
the impression conveyed by this relative 
inaction was hectic attempts on his part 
to delay tough economic measures de-
manded by the IMF as he and his party 
leadership was deeply concerned about 
the steep reduction in their political cap-
ital as the tough measures carried out by 
the incumbent government. The public 
approval and popularity of the main par-
ty in the incumbent government experi-
enced went down drastically and its lead-
ership tried to rectify the situation by 
asking the IMF to go slow on its demands 
but the international lender refused to 
do so. Instead of loosening its stance the 
IMF actually increased the quantum of its 
demands and now is asking for providing 
the financial assets of government func-
tionaries as the lender is convinced that 
a large portion of the income of the state 
is pilfered by them seriously harming 
the monetary position of the country. It 
is believed that this step of the IMF final-
ly led the political dispensation to blink 
first though in the process they have led 
on the international lender to pry into a 
crucial yet highly guarded domain of the 
state’s administrative apparatus. Though 
the decision makers have conceded to 
the IMF demands but it looks that the 
probing quest of the IMF would not be 
given up and may cause some serious jit-
ters disruption in the official circles. 

As the first step to fulfill the demands 
of the IMF the government raised the 
fuel prices by Rs.35 per litre registering 
an increase of 16 per cent. Moreover, it 
increased liq¬u¬efied petroleum gas 
(LPG) price by 30 per cent and finalised 
a minimum of Rs.6 per unit average in-
crease in electricity rates between now 
and August. These measures have come 
accompanied by a rise of one percentage 
point in the State Bank’s policy rate and 
the removal of an exchange rate cap lead-
ing to over 14 per cent depreciation of 

the rupee bringing it closer to Rs.300 for 
a dollar. By all accounts these measures 
fall short of IMF’s demands that is insis-
tent on bridging the extra-high fiscal gap 
ranging between Rs.2 trillion to Rs.2.5 
trillion. On revenue collection front the 
FBR has reportedly collected Rs.3965 
billion in seven months between July 
and January and is required to collect 
Rs.3,505 billion more in the remaining 
five months of the current fiscal to meet 
the target of Rs.7,470 billion.

Although the tax collection shortfall 
has narrowed to Rs.214 billion in the 
first seven months of current fiscal year 
but it is primarily the result of the depre-
ciation of rupee.  Accordingly, the revised 
estimates now point out to the increase 
of Rs.4 billion in revenue as the govern-
ment’s decision to cave in to the IMF’s 
demand to let market determine the ex-
change rate proved to be a blessing for 
the struggling FBR. As a result, against 
the monthly budgetary target of Rs.533 
billion, it provisionally collected Rs.537 
billion. This may be slightly encourag-
ing for the FBR because just a few weeks 
before it was afraid that it would suffer 
another Rs.40 billion tax shortfall by Jan-
uary. Still the tax collection is not looking 
sound enough even to comply with the 
laid down target for the current year and 
bridging this gap is simply daunting. The 
official financial managers are pointing 
out that they have no option but to agree 
to the demands of the IMF implying that 
they will be compelled to put more finan-
cial pressure on the people in order to 
stay economically afloat. TW

Asrar Raouf is a former civil 
servant 
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Human Rights’ issue
Umair Jalali mentions the 
deteriorating human rights 
abuses

It is noted with concern that viola-
tions of human rights have become 
widespread currently. The latest 
incident of the Police brutally beat-

ing Tyre Nicholas, a black American in 
Memphis, Tennessee who was pulled out 
of his car as he was minutes away from 
his home.  Curiously the attacking po-
licemen were all black highlighting the 
point that human right abuses are carried 
out without distinction of any kind. It is 
therefore no surprise to witness the cur-
rent geo-political scenario wherein tre-
mendous deterioration is taking place in 
the state of human rights the world over.  
Respect for human rights and the sanctity 
associated with the concept and practice 
appear to be in serious jeopardy and the 
future in this context also looks bleak. 
Many observers have expressed concern 
about the matter and insist that the entire 
phenomenon is urgently required to be 
revisited with a view to right the wrongs 
done to the human beings. This issue is 
gradually becoming central to the human 
existence and it is also getting clear that 
avoiding it further may be at the peril of 
the humanity as a whole.

In this context what is essentially re-
quired to keep in view is that human 
rights are inherent to all human beings 
irrespective of nationality, domicile, gen-
der, ethnicity, colour and creed and hu-
man beings are to be treated equally and 
without discrimination. Another import-
ant factor is that human rights are inter-
related, interdependent and indivisible. 
Human rights are universally guaranteed 
by all canons of law, various treaties and 
general principles. It is mandated on all 
dispensations to take care of the people 
living under their jurisdictions and they 
are also bound to promote human rights.

It is a well recognised principle that 
human rights have universality about 

them and this principle is enshrined in 
the Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights in 1948 and has since been reiter-
ated in numerous international concor-
dats and has become a common refrain. 
The 30 articles of the Declaration togeth-
er form a comprehensive statement cov-
ering economic, social, cultural, political 
and civil rights. The document is both 
universal and indivisible as it avows that 
all rights are equally important to the 
full realisation of one’s humanity. Since 
after it was proclaimed, it has acquired 
the status of customary international law 
because most states treat it as though it 
were law. It has however been observed 
that many states have not applied this 
customary law equally. It is recorded that 
many countries have emphasised social 
welfare rights, such as education, jobs, 
and health care but often have allowed 
limited political rights of their citizens. 

It is also widely known that all na-
tion-states are signatories multiple hu-

man rights accords reflecting their con-
sent creating legal obligations for them 
and giving concrete expression to univer-
sality. The spirit of such laws and regula-
tions ensures the inalienability of human 
rights and that they should not be taken 
away, except in specific situations and 
according to due process.  The concept 
of human rights entails that all human 
rights are indivisible, whether they are 
civil and political primarily the right to 
life, equality before law and freedom of 
expression; economic, social and cultural 
rights, social security and education and 
collective rights. These rights are related 
intrinsically and cannot be divided in es-
sence and practice. It is also ensured that 
the improvement of one right facilitates 
advancement of the others and converse-
ly deprivation of one right adversely af-
fects the others.  

In the context of ensuring human 
rights non-discrimination is a cross-cut-
ting principle in international human 

rights law. The principle is present in 
all the major human rights treaties and 
provides the central theme of some of 
international human rights conventions 
such as the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. Another matter of equal 
importance is avoiding discrimination 
against women. This principle applies to 
everyone in relation to all human rights 
and freedoms and prohibits discrimina-
tion on the basis of a list of non-exhaus-
tive categories such as sex, race and co-
lour. 

It is also imperative to mention that 
human rights entail both rights and 
obligations and in consequence states 
assume obligations and duties under in-
ternational law to respect, to protect and 
to fulfill human rights. The obligation to 
respect implies that states must refrain 
from interfering with or curtailing the 
enjoyment of human rights. The obliga-
tion to protect requires states to protect 
individuals and groups against human 
rights abuses. The obligation to fulfill 
also means that states must take posi-
tive action to facilitate the enjoyment of 
basic human rights. This principle is also 
extended to individual level whereby hu-
man beings are entitled to their rights 
and they are also required to respect the 
human rights of their fellow-beings. The 
Israeli outrage should be viewed in this 
context and efforts should be made to 
settle this issue once for all for the sake 
of humanity. TW

Umair Jalali teaches in The 
Royal Colosseum and is an avid 
sports fan

Shahmeer Kazi mentions an 
irritating phenomenon existing 
in the country

Mafia’s grip on Pakistan

Pakistan is going through its 
worst economic crisis that has 
deeply affected the country. It is 
widely held that amongst many 

ills pushing Pakistan to this position, 
mafia hold plays a crucial role.  The term 
mafia is in incessant circulation in the 
country and it has become a serious issue 
compelling all and sundry to comment 
on it and showing concern. It is essential 
therefore to look at the issue from a ra-
tional perspective and attempt to find a 
way out of such a predicament. To begin 
with it must be borne in mind that mafias 
operate in a socio-political environment 
that is inherently weak because it does 
not follow principles of equality and fair-
play. It seriously lacks credible organs of 
accountability and pays lip service to the 
requirements of propriety. Such an envi-
ronment provides incentive to mafias to 
favour some business enterprises over 
others in their provision of protection 
and assuring preferential treatment. 

Mafia breeds economic inefficiency, 
insecurity, and in most cases instability 
but sustained economic development is 
possible only in a society where reliable 
institutions guarantee consumer rights 
and overcome the natural distrust and 
collective action problems. Mafia opera-
tions are classic examples of economies 
operating without institutions. Under-
development becomes chronic and sub-
jects populations to ongoing long-term 
cycles of civil unrest. Mafias often act as 
middle-men, working within patronage 
systems that span international borders. 
Since mafias are skilled at colluding with 
state leaders and weak state bureaucra-
cies to manipulate and evade the rules 
that those bureaucracies are designed 
to enforce, they are also associated with 
illegal border activities and the result is 
economic inefficiency, stunted growth 
and weakened states. A corrupt political 
order is vulnerable to being influenced 
from the outside as well as the inside 
and mafias control both these ends often 

holding states to ransom. 
The members of a mafia are known 

to control parts of the political economy 
of a country and provide the protection 
that is seen as a scarce and valuable com-
modity. The viability of a mafia is the di-
rect outcome of the belief of people that 
the administrative apparatus of a state 
has become dysfunctional and that the 
police and courts have become unable 
to prevent and punish burglaries and 
arson. This situation provides an ideal 
ground for the mafia as it perpetuates 
the impression of the environment being 
a dangerous place with uncertainly pre-
vailing everywhere. Mafia tends to limit 
the range of commercial activities in its 
areas of influence to benefit members 
of its personal networks, while ensuring 
that those outside the network fail. 

This activity has the unintended con-
sequence of limiting the incentive for 
innovation, since business success and 
increased market share stem from net-
work protection, not from how well 
merchants appeal to consumers. There 
may very well be periods of booming 
economic growth on mafia territories, 

as the favoured businesses shine and ex-
pand but these will not lead to sustained 
and diversified development. Instead all 
of the development will be controlled by 
the mafia’s patronage network.

It is not incomprehensible therefore 
that leaders of weak states often choose 
to cooperate with mafias in order to 
avoid the chaos that they could other-
wise unleash, in hopes of avoiding con-
flict in areas that would otherwise be 
difficult to manage. It is often the case 
where bargains with mafias are associ-
ated with glaring economic underdevel-
opment and corruption and they make 
state failure an enduring outcome. Yet in 
many cases no one who holds power has 
and incentive either to replace the bar-
gains with universally applicable state 
institutions or to consider the pernicious 
long-term effects of patronage networks 
on society.  Mafias provide a form of pas-
sive protection to local businesses and 
populations but such protection is cost-
ly, however. It is observed that criminal 
networks can provide some sense of sta-
bility and security to private businesses 
when state legal systems are weak. They 

can obtain and distribute information 
about potential partners and can enforce 
business contracts. This allows commer-
cial activity to occur in an environment 
that would otherwise be anarchic and 
devoid of trust. 

Though the mafia hold may provide 
a temporary resolution of issues but it 
leads inexorably to a number of major 
problems.  A control system centered on 
one individual or a select arbitrary group 
is also inherently unstable unless it arises 
in a context where both the contours of 
the system and operational rules are reli-
able and permanent.  Mafia networks are 
usually personal and informal, and that 
means that generation of wealth in their 
domains is subject to contestation. The 
patronage of political economy, when its 
networks are firmly established and its 
rules are longstanding and known by ev-
eryone, can become a mechanism for or-
ganizing society and getting things done 
but this does not hold true for the indi-
vidualistic political economic systems 
perpetrated by mafias. A punitive action 
against mafia can throw the entire local 
patronage system into disarray, leav-
ing favoured merchants in the lurch and 
scrambling for support as their protec-
tion evaporates. TW

Shahmir Kazi works in the 
private sector with interest in 
socio-political affairs 



19Comment04 Feb - 10 Feb 2023  2004 Feb - 10 Feb 2023  CommentWEEKENDERThe WEEKENDERThe

The one and only Ghulam Ali
Talal Wasif Qavi describes the 
illustrious career of a musical 
wizard

The much celebrated Ghulam 
Ali is a prodigy in his own right 
who carved out a separate 
niche for himself in the crowd-

ed musical galaxy of the subcontinent. 
Hailing from the famous Patiala Ghara-
na Ghulam Ali learnt music from Ustad 
Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, an accomplished 
maestro of his age. He began his career 
as a tabla player but his singing talents 
soon took over. His mastery over harmo-
nium is legendary and embellishes his 
musical renditions.  

Ghulam Ali is widely acknowledged 
to be unique amongst a bevy of ghazal 
singers having command over variations 
in singing ghazals as he blends classical 
music effortlessly with the lighter ver-
sions of his singing. He is hugely popu-
lar in the subcontinent and Asian Dias-
pora around the world.  Many of his hit 
compositions are utilised by film makers 
prominent among them being his un-
matched rendition of Hasrat Mohani’s 
famous ghazal Chupke chupke raat din 
that is still a rage and is sung worldwide. 

Ghulam Ali has released numerous 
albums of his renditions and his recent 
album “Hasratein” was nominated in the 
Best Ghazal Album category in 2014. 
Ghulam Ali started learning singing from 
Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan in his early 
age and his illustrious teacher appreciat-
ed his talent when he sang an intricate 
number Saiyyan Bolo Tanik Mose Rahiyo 
Na Jaye. Ghulam Ali started his career by 
singing for Radio Pakistan Lahore and 
soon his variations in notes made him a 
much sought after singer.

His quality was that he emerged as a 
much popular singer despite not sing-
ing for the mainstream film industry. His 
initiative and popularity were later em-
ulated by high level ghazal singers like 
Jagjit Singh and Pankaj Udhas. Though 
other artists followed his trend of inde-
pendently popularising ghazal but the 
unique variation of his rendition was 

hardly mastered by any one. He made 
the intricate patterns of notes sound like 
child’s play though they were highly dif-
ficult to render. 

He virtually covered every angle of his 
composition with ease and fluency and 
drifted between notes effortlessly.  He 
also devised a fast rhythmic pattern for 
his compositions that gave his ghazals 
a racy popular touch. Many of his ren-
ditions became classic including Hun-
gama hai kyun barpa, a light but spiritual 
ghazal of Akbar Allahbadi. His rendition 
of Nasir Kazmi’s Di mein ik lehr si uthi 

hai abhi is famous for the exquisite use of 
conveying emotional impact of the words 
with magical variation. 

Initially he ventured into the classical 
pattern of ghazal singing but soon he in-
vented his own style of singing that was 
far removed from the traditional singing. 
He got his rhythm with Mohsin Naqvi’s 
famous ghazal Awargi that became his 
signature tune. This composition is very 
intricate in nature and only a talent like 
Ghulam Ali could have rendered it effec-
tively. He also sang semi-classical num-
bers such as Barsan lagi swan bundiyan 

aaja that is a vintage Thumri very nicely 
sung by Ghulam Ali. One of his outstand-
ing renditions is Masroor Anwar’s Hum 
ko kis ke gham ne mara that is an excep-
tional composition delightfully sung. His 
rendition of Woh jo hum mein tum mein 
qarar tha is a classic composition on a 
complicated Rupak beat. 

Ghulam Ali also popularised Punjabi 
singing and produced many hits such as 
his classic rendition of Mere shoq da nain 
aitbar tenoon, a translation into Punjabi 
of Ghalib’s poetry by Sufi Ghulam Mustafa 
Tabassum. His extraordinary rendition of 
Ni chamber diye bund kaliye is still con-
sidered a very popular number. His film 
number Pehli wari aj ona ankhiyan ne 
takya picturised on actor Shahid still re-
minds listeners of the tender emotions of 
youth. TW

Talal Wasif Qavi is a barrister

Umair Ali comments on the 
rising tide of populism in 
Pakistan

Populism galore 

The rise of populism is an an-
tithesis of pluralistic notions 
of public representation and is 
quite a rattling phenomenon 

in its specifications. Populism is widely 
recognised as symptomatic of collective 
psychological hopelessness compelling 
people to look for radical options. In this 
context, and completely contrary to pub-
lic perception, it is not a liberating phe-
nomenon and is full of aspects that are 
essentially based upon exceptional con-
trolling mechanism. Populist representa-
tion apparently gives the impression of a 
shimmering process projecting an image 
of a self-sustaining solution for any prob-
lem and extremely credible in content. In 
actual fact it is just the opposite that it 
contains and when it ultimately unravels 
it brings high levels of disappointment 
and misery to its believers and adher-
ents. 

In the current unstable geo-politi-
cal scenario, populism has emerged as 
a global phenomenon indicating the 
fast-dwindling hopes people have con-
ventionally reposed in a pluralistic so-
cio-political environment. Since the last 
twenty years populism has secured hold 
even in advanced western democracies 
that took pride in their evolving pluralis-
tic systems. This trend is ruling the roost 
in long-surviving inclusive India where 
the current ruling dispensation and its 
leadership is heavily dependent upon 
increasingly populist pattern that has 
acutely polarised the polity with violence 
often taking over the public discourse. 
The current situation indicates that this 
typical brand of populism in India is go-
ing to stay creating further difficulties for 
the besieged minorities of the country.

The rage of populism has badly infect-
ed many countries that have also become 
its target and their strong pluralistic 
systems have failed to stay immune to 
this self-serving phenomenon. It is quite 
clear that the staple of populism sweetly 
enveloped in rhetorical promises of em-
powering the poor, redistributing wealth 
and eradicating poverty that unmistak-
ably resound exceedingly well with peo-
ple despite growing skepticism that such 

political pledges are essentially hollow 
without any substance and are meant to 
be broken. The proponents of populism, 
particularly the political leaders conve-
niently play upon the base public sen-
timents of hate and distrust to assume 
political power and prolong it by hook or 
crook on the strength of street support. It 
is widely acknowledged that public opin-
ion is gullible and erratically fluctuates 
like a weather cock and it is required to 
be prudently guided.

In advanced countries such as Ameri-
ca a large segment of people is anxiously 
awaiting the return of Donald Trump and 
his formidable political presence has so 
far inhibited the Republican Party from 
throwing up a plausible challenger to 
him. Other countries are also catching 
this bug and countries like Brazil, Ger-
many and Scandinavian countries have 
fallen for it. Italy has already fallen to this 
sentiment where an ultra-right politician 
has been elected as its first female head 

of government. The crucial and curious 
aspect of this phenomenon is that it is 
justified on intellectual pretexts such re-
flecting claims of representing popular 
will and populist leaders tend to drive 
public sentiments against enemies of the 
common interest.

Populism often takes ultra-rightist 
stances and its proponents narrow down 
their rhetoric on the confines of nation-
alism creating a strong feeling of xeno-
phobia that quickly seeps in national 
polity. Their focus is diametrically oppo-
site to the left-wing rabble rousers that 
emphasise the wrong doings committed 
by financial elite and offer alternative 
simplistic solutions to complex econom-
ic problems. The nature of populism is 
very evident and it smacks of political 
opportunism and their compulsion is so 
strong that many elected dispensation 
deliberately prefer to devise and imple-
ment policies aimed at winning public 
approval instead of focusing on adequate 
and required policies. Pakistan has been 
particularly subjected to such policies 
successively with the head of elected po-
litical dispensations claiming accolades 
for building roads and carrying out all 
sorts of municipal activities neglecting 
the wide perspective of governance they 
are elected for.

It is widely acknowledged that popu-
lism is a much deeper issue to face and 

tackle as it plays upon the weaker sensi-
tivities of people though in its real con-
text it fractures the social cohesion of a 
system and ultimately ends up in gal-
vanising people’s misgivings and frus-
trations towards turmoil and often gives 
way to anarchy. It is duly acknowledged 
that populist leaders historically take 
their flock in wrong directions and by 
utilising the tried and tested methods of 
fervent and misplaced nationalism along 
with anti-elitist stance they take before 
the people they wreak havoc. Their fa-
vourite antic is to promise protectionist 
trade policies and quick and ready-made 
justice in order to win common consent 
and they do it eventually.

The tempestuous public campaigns 
of populist political figures end up in 
blatant and unbridled authoritarianism 
that squeeze liberties and strictly curb 
any opposition, often harshly punishing 
dissent and creating a rigidly regimented 
system where fresh air is denied entry. 
This king of the regressive rule is borne 
out by powerful populist dictators of 
the 20th century who played upon pop-
ular antics of nationalism, anti-elitism 
and after gaining power their unbridled 
authoritarianism and aggressive policy 
pushed the world to the brink of extinc-
tion. TW

Umair Ali is a trainee lawyer

Their favourite antic is to 
promise protectionist trade 

policies and quick and 
ready-made justice in order to 
win common consent and they 

do it eventually
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Old populations
Kausar Fatima looks at a 
problematic issue

Populations of many countries 
are getting old and they face 
shortage of able and potential 
workforce.  Declining birth rates, 

growing divorce rates and increasing life 
expectancies are among the many fac-
tors changing demographics around the 
world. These reasons have resulted that 
populations in many countries have aged 
and they not only play less role in the de-
velopment process but also become lia-
ble to be taken care in old age.

Japan leads the way in this respect as 
with a median age of 48 it is the oldest 
country in the world. In fact, a quarter of 
its population i.e. 28 per cent is 65 years 
old or older, a proportion that is expect-
ed to rise to 38% by 2050. Diminishing 
birth rates coupled with increased life 
expectancy in recent decades lie at the 
root of this demographic trend. In fact, 
by 2050, the number of working people 
is expected to equal that of retired peo-
ple. Interestingly, while marriage is still 
strongly valued in Japanese culture, mar-
riages there continue to decrease. Fur-
thermore, only 2% of births take place 
outside of marriage, and about a quarter 
of Japanese people do not marry by the 
time they reach age 50, another explana-
tion for the decline in birth rates.

Italy is the next in line as 23 per cent 
of its population is aged 65 or over, mak-
ing it the second-oldest country in the 
world and the oldest in Europe. The 
global tendency of declining birth rates 
among developed countries is to blame, 
of course, but many of Italy’s young peo-
ple are emigrating as well. Other factors, 
such as a belief that one must marry be-
fore leaving the family home, a lack of fi-
nancial aid for students and little support 
for pregnant women also explain Italy’s 
declining birth rate.

Portugal also faces the same issue as 
not only is over 22 per cent of the Por-
tuguese population aged 65 or older 
but the country has also suffered a 2% 

decrease in population over the last de-
cade. Portugal’s populace is aging rapid-
ly, in part due to a lack of work for young 
people at home, prompting them to seek 
opportunities abroad. Portugal is expect-
ed to have more than 10,000 centenari-
ans by 2050, more than double the 4,000 
living there today.

Finland’s more than one-fifth popula-
tion is aged 65 or older. This country is 
considered one of the world’s happiest 
so it is not surprising that Finns have 

enjoyed increased longevity. Indeed, Fin-
land’s population has both aged rapidly 
and suffered a decline in births. To coun-
teract this trend, the government im-
plemented birth-friendly measures that 
have actually improved birth rates since 
the beginning of the pandemic.

Greece also has about 22 per cent 
of its population that is 65 years old or 
older. In fact, Greece’s inhabitants have 
been continuously aging since 2010 
while their numbers decreased by 3.7% 

between 1 January, 2011, and 1 January, 
2020, mainly due to dropping birth rates 
prompted by the economic crisis. Not 
only are women having children later in 
life but families are also having fewer off-
spring due to the cost and a lack of social 
support measures.

Germany has one-fifth of its popula-
tion aged at least 65, the rate at which 
Germany’s population is getting older 
has accelerated since the start of the 
21st century. A longer life expectancy 
and drop in birth rates due to ineffective 
family policies are still among the prima-
ry causes of this demographic trajectory. 
TW

Not what they look.. 2
Izay Ayesha some interesting 
twists

Izay Ayesha is into linguistics

There are some images that are 
very beguiling conveying a 
completely different impres-
sion. Such images receive wide 

acceptance and are accordingly appre-
ciated. Taking photos of some perplex-
ing scenes is not an easy exercise and it 
should be appreciated that such novel 
scenes are recorded.  It is undoubtedly an 
alluring exercise full of plenty of fun. The 
following images are very interesting to 
look at simply because they are actually 
not what they look.

It seems to be an arm ending in a foot, 
but…

To be sure it is an optical illusion
Dad’s arm seems to be XXS
But looking carefully it is really the 

arm of the baby.
Had a tough night?
This photo circulated on social media 

a while back. Below the picture there is 
probably a wide awake, energetic person.

It looks like Lassie needs a haircut
However, she was actually in the per-

fect position to have a radical makeover 
for a moment.

It looks like he has two ponytails… 
Actually this hero’s father is just stand-

ing in front of two women
She seems to have a hipster bun...
But in actual fact it is just a guy passing 

by. TW

Kausar Fatima works in an 
international audit firm and 
writes for magazines  
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Avoiding tiredness
Manaksha Memon describes a 
common complaint

Manaksha Memon is a social 
worker devoted to social causes

Inheriting family traits
Elsa Sc S describes the 
importance of genetic 
distribution

It is often pointed out that a child has 
her mother’s eyes or his father’s hair. 
This is usually the case when chil-
dren are compared to their parents. 

Though the variation in genetic modu-
lation in totality is difficult to figure out 
but the scientific research has identified 
many traits that can trace their origins 
back to the parents.

To begin with is the question of intel-
ligence and in this respect it is said that 
women are wiser and, while that might 
be or not true, what is the fact is that a 
child inherits his or her intelligence from 
maternal genes. That is not all one gets 
from one’s mother as studies point out 
that one’s ability to lose weight and main-
tain a healthy metabolism comes from 
her. Interestingly it is also pointed out in 
the same vein that one may blame one’s 
father for putting on weight. However, 
this factor is also substantially related to 

People often complain about 
tiredness and these complaints 
keep on increasing in volume. 
The complaints are increasing 

about lack of sleep and it is often ob-
served that this problem is not an occa-
sional difficulty but is symptomatic of a 
deeper difficulty. This discomfort usually 
spreads to other aspects of life and one 
notices lack of concentration on work 
and realise that it is linked to the lack of 
sleep. This situation brings to fore a gen-
eral state of tiredness and there are any 
reasons for it. It is not advisable to ignore 
the signs and one is required to go deep 
and find out the reasons for this state of 
discomfort. There are many causes for 
this malaise and it is important to go into 
them with a view to address them

High stress levels
A lot of stress or worry can hurt the 

duration and quality of sleep, which in 
turn can harm one’s physical and mental 
health. Stress can cause the autonomic 
nervous system to pump out hormones, 
such as adrenaline and cortisol. These 
raise the heart rate to circulate blood to 
vital organs and muscles more efficient-
ly, preparing one’s body to take immedi-
ate action in a kind of fight-or-flight re-
sponse. While this kind of preparedness 
is great if one is threatened by predators 
in the jungle, it can be overkill for a regu-
lar sleep routine.

Chronic depression
One of the common ways to tell if one 

is depressed is that one sign of it is in-
somnia or the inability to sleep. On the 
flip side, another sign of depression can 
be sleeping too much. Lack of sleep be-
cause of another medical condition, such 
as narcolepsy, can deepen depression. 
If one is not able to get a proper night’s 
sleep over a long period of time, it is often 
a telling sign that one should find a treat-
ment for depression.

Consistent overwork
It is widely acknowledged that people 

are nowadays working more and sleeping 
less. Not only does the sheer number of 

one’s lifestyle and the way one feeds him 
or herself. The genetics of both parents 
have a role in puberty, nonetheless, as 
studies mention that one has to thank his 
or her father once one hits puberty earli-
er than the rest of one’s class fellows.  

Family history is also important to 
know if one has dementia later in life, 
particularly that of one’s mother’s fam-
ily. In this respect studies tend to point 
out that the genetic risks associated with 
Alzheimer’s Disease primarily comes 
from one’s mother. It is quite surprising 
to learn that a woman’s fertility could be 
affected by a gene inherited by her father. 
It is pointed out that a genetic dysfunc-
tion passed by the father could affect a 
woman’s egg cell, rendering her infertile. 
This is quite surprising keeping in view 
the vague connection between these fac-
tors.

hours people work, burning the candle 
at both ends, interfere with the number 
of hours sleep but the stress of work can 
also keep people up. That means, the 
next day when one is trying to pay atten-
tion in a Zoom meeting, one is fighting to 
keep eyes open. So it becomes a vicious, 

One who faces problems focusing is 
directly attributed to one’s mother. If 
one’s mother had lower levels of sero-

repeating cycle.
Tough exercise
Exercise is proven to make people 

healthy and helps sleep. But if the work-
out becomes intensive then it can boost 
heart rate, body temperature, and adren-
aline levels, which in turn can lead to 
bad sleep and make people groggy the 
next day. It may also make it harder for 
to train again. It is imperative that exer-
cise workouts are laid out to suit one’s 
requirement and should not prioritize 
excessive workouts over a healthy sleep 
routine.

Avoiding drinking water
It is now an acknowledged fact that 

not drinking enough water or taking 
in healthy fluids is one of the foremost 
causes of fatigue, lethargy and tiredness. 
Dehydration can cause low blood pres-
sure causing mood and energy levels to 
plunge. But if one drinks enough fluids, 
then one may feel bright and energized.

Sleeping more than required 
Not only does getting too little sleep 

make one tired but it can getting it too 
much.  It appears that any significant de-
viation from normal sleep patterns can 
upset the body’s rhythms and increase 
daytime fatigue. The best solution is to 
figure out how many hours of sleep are 
right and then stick with it—even on 
weekends, vacations, and holidays.

tonin, then one is more likely to devel-
op attention-deficit disorders. Studies 
also mention that one’s sex is defined by 
one’s genes but the family of one’s father 
might play a role in it. This fact is corrob-
orated by studies that mention that if a 
man has more brothers or more sisters 
might influence the children he might 
have.

One big issue is related to baldness 
amongst men. Common wisdom says 
that losing hair is something that is in-
herited from mother’s side. However, 
this is a myth and that one’s receding 
hairline might be a result of both par-
ents. TW

Mostly sitting 
Many people in modern society are 

not active enough, caught up in sed-
entary lifestyles working at desks and 
spending too much time on screens. 
They then have trouble sleeping at night, 
which in turn makes them more fatigued 
during the day, reinforcing their seden-
tary lifestyles. Maintaining good levels 
of activity helps one stay healthier men-
tally and physically, and may ensure one 
gets better sleep. TW

Elsa Sc S is doing her 
graduation from LUMS & a keen 
researcher
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Zoya Ansari tells about the 
dignified living quarters

Harem: Imperial Mughal abode

The general impression about 
Harem is that it was a place 
where male members of imperi-
al and aristocratic families kept 

their women. This definition is quite a 
misnomer as harem was actually a place 
of abode both for male and female mem-
bers and just not for their womenfolk. 
It was therefore that such abode was 
known as a prohibited place owing to 
the sanctity it was viewed with loyalists. 
These premises were guarded because it 
housed the most important members of 
the ruling families. In addition to the roy-
al residence it was also home to royal and 
aristocratic women and it was this aspect 
that was highlighted in the annals of his-
tory where these lodgings were painted 
as an exclusive place where women lived 
in a vacuum-sealed world of their own. 
As was the prevailing practice the Mughal 
code of honour demanded that many of 
the royal women were even nameless to 
the outside world though it was often 
mentioned that they considered living in 
these quarters a high honour. 

Keeping in view the exalted position 
the emperor has designated himself the 
Mughal harem was an immense estab-
lishment. Akbar had more than five thou-
sand women in his harem comprising of 
wives, concubines, female relatives, ad-
ministrators, guards, cooks and menials. 
Lady Officers in Akbar’s harem received 

stipends varying from twenty- seven to 
1,610 rupees a month and these wages 
were high in comparison to an ordinary 
Mughal cavalryman who received a max-
imum of just thirteen rupees a month. 
The total cash stipends that Akbar paid 
to the harem women came to 852,000 ru-
pees a year, excluding the pay of eunuchs. 
Harem salaries rose even higher under 
later emperors and these financial emol-
uments indicated the high status of the 
lady officers looking after female quar-
ters of the harem.

The vastness of the imperial harem, its 
reputed opulence, and the fact that there 
was little authentic information about 
harem life, led to a lot of spicy specula-
tion among the public about what went 
on there, based on the colourful gossip of 
eunuchs and harem servants. Inevitably, 
their accounts are marred by exaggera-
tions and distortions. There was hardly 
any doubt that the emperor did maintain 
a large number of wives and concubines 
as he was compelled to beget many chil-
dren so that some of them might survive 
keeping in view the prevalent high infant 
mortality rate. But this was not the only 
reason for the emperor to maintain a 
vast harem but the significant underlying 
reason was that many royal marriages 
were contracted for political reasons, to 
cement alliances or to show favour. Nev-
ertheless, contrary to common myth the 
arduous life of the emperor left him with 
little leisure for amorous play.

It was also very clear that the imperial 

Zoya Ansari has a good deal of 
teaching experience and pos-
sesses a keen historical sense 
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harem was a part of the pomp and display 
expected of the emperor as it behooved 
his status as the supreme lord. The harem 
contained beautiful apartments, separat-
ed, and more or less spacious and splen-
did, according to the rank and income of 
the females.  Nearly every chamber had 
its reservoir of running water at the door; 
on every side were gardens, delightful al-
leys, shady retreats, streams, fountains, 
grottoes, deep excavations that afford 
shelter from the sun by day, lofty divans 
and terraces, on which to sleep coolly at 
night. The apartments were decorated 
with gold and azure, exquisite paintings 
and magnificent mirrors.

The emperor was the only adult male 
who was allowed to enter the female part 
of the harem. There lodged none in the 
premises of the harem but his women 
and eunuchs. Their food came from one 
kitchen but each wife took it in her own 
apartments. The royal harem, being also 
the residence of the emperor was tightly 
guarded. Within, it was guarded by sober 
and active women with the most trust-
worthy of them placed about the apart-
ments of his majesty. Outside the enclo-
sure the eunuchs were placed and at a 
proper distance, there was a guard. Be-
sides, on all four sides, there were guards 
of nobles, Ahadis and other troops. Uz-
bek, Tartar and Ethiopian women were 
preferred for harem duty and eunuchs 
came mainly from Bengal.

The emperor spent a good part of his 
working day in the harem but he spent it 
working, for it was here that he did some 
of his most confidential work. The harem 
was his residence-cum-private office and 
it was run like a full-fledged government 
department with its own budget, admin-
istrators and accountants, headed by the 
Mahaldar, the lady superintendent. For 
the officials outside were required to 
send written reports into the palace of 
all that the king ought to know. To these 
reports the women officials replied as 
directed and to carry this out there were 
eunuchs who took out and brought back 
the sealed letters written from one side 
to the other on these matters.

The female part of the harem was usu-
ally headed by the emperor’s chief queen 
but at times the first lady was the royal 
mother, as Hamida was in Akbar’s harem. 
The first lady had her own formal seat 
in the hall of the ladies’ wing on which, 
as on a throne, no one else was allowed 
to sit. The uzuk, the royal signet ring, 

was usually in her keeping, which gave 
her a chance to review the final drafts 
of firmans.  When the affairs of the em-
pire were considered a family matter, it 
was inevitable that members of the roy-
al family, including women, should be 
involved in the business of government.  
The begums, watching and listening from 
behind the screens of durbar halls were 
knowledgeable about affairs of state for 
they were privy to the secret reports that 
the emperor received from his intelli-
gence agents, which were opened in the 
harem. Due to their daily contact with the 
emperor and the intimacy of their rela-
tionship, the womenfolk exercised con-
siderable influence on the modulation of 
state policy. 

The begums were a potent though in-
visible power behind the throne. Such a 
role for high-born women was not unusu-
al in Islamic political tradition.  However, 
it was only the exceptional woman, under 
exceptional circumstances, who made a 
mark in medieval history. Many of royal 
women enjoyed fabulous incomes which 
they could deploy in any enterprise of 
their choice and sometimes jagirs or spe-
cific taxes were assigned to the begums. 
A good part of the immense resources 
of the begums was spent on luxuries but 
a fair amount was also spent on the pa-
tronage of culture, on charities, or on the 
construction of monumental buildings. 
Exchanging gifts was an engaging diver-
sion for the begums. 

Occasionally, the great begums in-
dulged in international trade—Jahangir’s 
mother, Maryam Zamani, for instance, 
conducted extensive overseas trade and 
so did Nurjahan and Jahanara, and there 
were several others like them. The roy-
al ladies also played an important role 
in the patronage of officials and amirs 
courted them assiduously, sending them 
presents and seeking their advice and 
support. The begums knew all the top of-
ficers, having watched them through the 
grill in the durbar hall. There could be, of 
course, no direct contact between the be-
gums and the amirs and they had to com-
municate with each other through eu-
nuchs.  In exceptional cases, the emperor 
conferred on a senior amir the freedom 
to enter the harem as a gesture of high fa-
vour and great intimacy. TW
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Djokovic clinches 
Australian Open

Ashraf Ali Siddiqui appreciates 
the performance of a gutsy 
player

The 2023 Australian Open, the 
first major tournament of the 
year took place in Melbourne 
from 16-29 January 2023. This 

Grand Slam was the 111th edition of 
the Australian Open and the 55th in the 
Open Era consisting of events for pro-
fessional players in singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles. Spectators returned to 
full capacity for the first time since 2020 
targeting to exceed 900,000 fans, af-
ter capacity restrictions in the last two 
events due to the COVID pandemic. The 
Australian Open total prize money for 
2023 increased by 3.38% year on year 
to a tournament record A$76,500,000. 
This represented a 155% increase in 
prize money over the last ten years, 
from the A$30 million on offer in 2013. 
In wake of Russian invasion of Ukraine 
the organisers of the tournament banned 
Russian and Belarusian flags from being 
displayed courtside. Country flags were 
initially allowed, but this was reversed 
after an incident during the match be-
tween Russia’s Kamilla Rakhimova and 
Ukraine’s Kateryna Baindi when Russian 
supporters were accused of taunting Ba-
indi but the group denied that they were 
being provocative. The move came after 
Russian and Belarusian players were 

banned from playing under their coun-
try’s flags.

The crowning event of the tournament 
was that an emotional Novak Djokovic 
beat Stefanos Tsitsipas to claim a 10th 
Australian Open title and equal Rafael 
Nadal’s 22 Grand Slam crowns, two clear 
of Roger Federer, a victory that returned 
him to world number one. The Serbian 
star overcame a hamstring injury and off-
court drama on his return to Melbourne 
Park to sweep past the Greek third seed 
6-3, 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/5) on Rod Laver 
Arena. He surged to victory without fa-
ther Srdjan in the stands after he sparked 
controversy by posing with a fan carrying 
a Russian flag featuring Vladimir Putin’s 
face following his son’s quarter-final win. 
It capped a remarkable comeback by the 
35-year-old fourth seed, who missed last 
year’s tournament when he was deport-
ed over his Covid vaccination stance.

With sizeable Greek and Serbian com-
munities in Melbourne, and Rod Laver 
in attendance, there was a raucous at-
mosphere as Tsitsipas played against 

Djokovic. Both men were back on a 
court that helped them rise to stardom. 
Djokovic won his first Grand Slam in 
2008 on Rod Laver Arena while Tsitsip-
as burst on the scene in 2019 when he 
stunned defending champion Federer in 
the last 16. Djokovic came into the match 
with his confidence high having won all 
nine of his previous Australian Open fi-

nals and with a 10-2 career advantage 
over the Greek. Tsitsipas, in only his sec-
ond Grand Slam final to Djokovic’s 33rd, 
appeared nervous, losing the first set in 
just 36 minutes but he battled back into 
contention in a much closer second set as 
his confidence grew, improving his serve 
and winning some pressure points but 
failed to defeat his opponent.

As far as the Women’s events were 
concerned, with the elimination of world 
No. 1 Iga Swiatek in the fourth round, 
this became the first edition of the Aus-
tralian Open in the Open Era to feature 
neither of the top two singles seeds of 
either gender in the quarterfinals. Be-
larusian fifth seed Aryna Sabalenka won 
her first Grand Slam singles title by fight-
ing back to beat Elena Rybakina in the 
Australian Open final. In an absorbing 
contest which showcased the power of 
both players, 24-year-old Sabalenka tri-
umphed 4-6 6-3 6-4. Sabalenka, who won 
under a neutral flag because of Belarus’ 
support of Russia’s war in Ukraine, hit 51 
winners as her high-risk game paid off in 
Melbourne. Kazakhstan’s Rybakina was 
unable to add a second Slam to her Wim-
bledon title. On her victory, Sabalenka, 
full of elation and emotion, instantly fell 
to the court and covered her face as she 
cried in celebration. TW

Nida Faraz is very active in 
social circles

Actors not awarded Oscar or 
Golden Globe 

Nida Faraz looks at the 
disappointment faced by 
seasoned stars

Awarding of an Oscar or a Gold-
en Globe bestows the ultimate 
recognition bestowed on both 
the male or female performers 

but there are some outstanding perform-
ers who were not awarded these hon-
ours. There is hardly any doubt about the 
stellar performance of these stars on the 
silver screen but due to one reason or an-
other they have not been able to win the 
biggest prizes in world of entertainment. 
However, there is always an expectation 
kept alive as one day they will able to win 
these awards. 

Harrison Ford is the star of hit fran-
chises like Star Wars and Indiana Jones 
but Harrison Ford has never won an 
Oscar or Golden Globe. Will Smith has 
scored five Golden Globe nominations 
over the years but has never been victo-
rious around award season.

Scarlett Johansson is an A-List name 
but she has never been lucky around 
award season. She has been nominated 
for five Golden Globes over the years. Ben 
Stiller is not just a comedy actor, but the 
star of drama films like Greenberg and 
The Meyerowitz Stories. He is yet to be 
awarded for his acting efforts however.

Another A-lister Bradley Cooper has 
not won an Oscar or a Golden Globe, 
though he’s been nominated for both on 
numerous occasions. The British actor 
Ralph Fiennes has received many nom-
inations for his performances in Schin-
dler’s List, The English Patient and The 

Grand Budapest Hotel but has never 
been awarded the top prizes. 

Highly acclaimed natural actor John 
Malkovich has been nominated for two 
Oscars for his performances in Places 
in the Heart and In the Line of Fire but 
has failed to attract an Oscar or a Gold-
en Globe trophy. Over the course of more 

than 20 years, Helena Bonham Carter 
has received eight Golden Globe nomina-
tions. However, she has never won.

Liam Neeson received high praise 
and nominations for his performance in 
Schindler’s List but the Irish actor did 
not manage to win. A surprising omis-
sion, Cameron Diaz has been nominat-
ed for four Golden Globes but has failed 
short of winning the ultimate trophy. TW

Ashraf Ali Siddiqi is with 
electronic media
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Coffee with Hitler

Off with the head

The book is a far-reaching history that 
directly addresses the “misogynist’s 
handbook” that still plagues women 
in power. From Cleopatra and Anne 

Boleyn to Theresa May and Hillary Clinton 
the author addresses the long history of dou-
ble-standard practices that troublingly persist 
today. Why do men—and other women—wish 
to tear down ambitious, intelligent, accom-
plished women in positions of power, while 
often treating men in the same positions with 
deference? “In each woman’s story,” writes the 
author, “I discovered organized smear opera-
tions churning out unfounded accusations of 
sexual improprieties and criticisms of her am-
bition, untrustworthiness, appearance, and un-
likability, accusations rarely made about male 
leaders either in the first century BCE or today.” 
Herman methodically sifts through these of-
ten false accusations, most of which follow the 
“misogynist’s handbook,” which was crafted to 
“enforce the Patriarchy, a concept so towering 
it must be capitalized.” In a typically amusing 
passage, the author writes about a “clear pat-
tern of vilification across the millennia and 
throughout history to bring down powerful 
individuals suffering from chronic no-penis 
syndrome.” She shows how misogyny usually 
involves a fear of women’s bodies as life-giving 
forces and the male need to eclipse and harness 
that mysterious power for their own purposes, 
and she underscores how many religious tra-
ditions emanated from that need to control. 
Using enlightening humor as well as righteous, 
well-founded frustration and anger, Herman 
effectively deconstructs the tendency of men 
to focus on hair, voice, clothing, and body type 
rather than pertinent qualifications and ac-
complishments. Not content to merely call out 
these biases, the author advocates for the im-
portance of electing more women to public of-
fice and getting men to stand up for women in 
the face of sexism. TW

The book is a lively study of the “amateur British intelli-
gence agents who…hoped to avert a second war in Eu-
rope by building rapport with the Third Reich political-
ly, economically and socially.” Throughout the 1930s, a 

clique of British aristocrats, scholars, and businessmen maintained 
friendly social contacts with prominent Nazis, including Hitler. Dis-
missed for decades as Nazi sympathizers, they have finally found 
a defender. Known mostly to history buffs, the author’s Germano-
philes included Thomas Conwell-Evans, a Welsh political secretary 
and historian; Philip Kerr, a liberal politician, writer, and aristocrat; 
and Ernest Tennant, a wealthy businessman. Few in their circle 
sympathized with British Nazism; most denounced antisemitic 
outrages; all were horrified by the carnage of World War I and felt 
guilty about the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles. In their eyes, 

however, Hitler was a fervent nationalist whose goal of returning 
his suffering nation to prosperity and global status deserved a mea-
sure of sympathy. The author emphasizes that his subjects did not 
aim to appease the Nazis but to civilize them. This was no secret. 
Many senior British officials dismissed these amateur agents, but 
the foreign service, starved for intelligence on Germany, took them 
seriously and often encouraged them. The author engagingly re-
counts a steady stream of social events, banquets, conferences, cul-
tural exchanges, and semi-official visits among well-known British 
political figures and top-level Nazis. Although not fellow travelers, 
Spicer’s subjects bent over backward to see reason in Nazi policies 
and take advantage of Germany’s long-standing admiration of Brit-
ish culture, but they ultimately grew exasperated, concluded that 
Hitler was irrational, and supported war when it broke out. TW
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C. Stringed instrument (5)

C. Parody (7)

C. Remarks (8)

D. Compulsory force (6)

E. Without difficulty (6)

E. Guess (8)

I. Lit (7)

I. Adult insect (5)

I. Huge (7)

K. Flightless New Zealand 

bird (4)

L. Skulking (7)

M. Partsong for two or 

three voices (8)

M. Intended (5)

M. Imitates with derision 

(5)

N. Countries (7)

N. Approaches (5)

N. Cosy retreat (4)

O. Unpaid (5)

P. Keyboard instrument 

(5)

R. Glow (7)

S. Mariners (7)

S. Feudal Japanese war-

rior (7)

S. Part of a play (5)

S. Slumbering (8)

S. Blemish (4)

S. Phases (6)

T. Pub (6)

T. Ballet skirt (4)
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Last week’s solution

Aries
Mar 21 - Apr 19    Some upsetting dreams might haunt you today, Aries. They might evoke 
some uncomfortable emotional issues. You might be a bit edgy emotionally and more 
likely to overreact when other people quarrel or machines break down. It might be a good 
idea to analyze your dreams first thing in the morning so you can learn from and release 
them. That way you will be more balanced throughout your day.

Libra
Sep 23 - Oct 22   Temporary upsets regarding money might result from a computer failure 
of some sort. Take care not to lose your temper over it, Libra. Instead, remain calm, fo-
cused, and polite until everything is worked out. Your financial condition itself still looks 
very promising. It’s just that the planetary energies don’t favor machines today, so they 
may all go out of whack. Hang in there.

Gemini
May 21 - Jun 20     Obstacles may arise in the course of your chores when machines break 
down and interfere with your efficiency. Your frustrations may cause you to want to yell 
and throw things. If you must blow your top, Gemini, do it in such a way as to avoid causing 
upset to others. Go for a workout or jog. The machines will be fixed and the situation will 
pass. Hang in there.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 - Dec 21  Don’t try to sign up for a class over the phone or online today, Sagittarius, 
as it probably won’t work. This also isn’t a good day to travel - delays are likely whether 
you fly or drive. If you’ve been planning a trip, don’t finalize the arrangements now. Wait 
a few days, as computers and other equipment used in such arrangements are likely to 
malfunction, and you could end up frustrated.

Taurus
Apr 20 - May 20  Machines are likely to pose a few problems today, Taurus, particularly 
where work and money are concerned. An unforeseen problem might interfere with 
your social life, perhaps forcing you to cancel a get-together you’ve been anticipating. If 
the person you were supposed to meet protests, avoid taking out your frustrations on 
him or her. Make new arrangements. It’s only a temporary situation.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - Nov 21   Computers and other equipment could go haywire today, limiting your 
abilities to work at maximum efficiency. Even though you’re usually calm and laid back, 
Scorpio, today the ogre in you may be tempted to emerge. Don’t let it. It will only cause 
tension between you and those around you. Stay calm and focused, call in a technician, 
and enjoy the break from your routine.

Cancer
Jun 21 - Jul 22   Payment for work you’ve performed may not come when expected, Can-
cer, particularly if direct deposit is involved. The planetary energies today don’t favor 
the smooth functioning of computers or other machines. This is a temporary setback 
and not worth stressing over. Don’t give in to the temptation to lose your temper. All 
will be straightened out and your funds will be in their proper place.

Capricorn 
Dec 22 - Jan 19    No matter what friends tell you, Capricorn, this isn’t the day to make 
an investment of any kind, from buying a house to starting a savings account. And this 
isn’t a good day to invest online. The planetary energies don’t favor computers or other 
forms of modern technology used in such transactions, so wait a day or two. Discus-
sions about possibilities are OK. Just don’t do it yet.

Virgo
Aug 23 - Sep 22    Problems in your community may result from malfunctioning ma-
chines. Be prepared, Virgo. Have flashlights handy in case of a power outage, and walk 
instead of drive in case signals cause major traffic jams. Neighbors may be going crazy, 
but try to stay calm. This is a temporary situation, and not worth getting all stressed 
over. A good piece of advice is to spend the day reading.

Pisces
Feb 19 - Mar 20   A trip of some kind might have to be postponed, as computers and 
other technology involved in your arrangements might be temporarily out of operation. 
This can prove frustrating, Pisces, but it’s beyond your control. The best thing to do is 
make new arrangements and move on. For the most part, everything is going very well 
for you, so don’t give in to panic. Hang in there.

Leo
Jul 23 - Aug 22  Family members might not be in the best of moods today, Leo. Frustration 
with machines or friends could have tempers on edge, so try to avoid the temptation to 
get into arguments. The problems will be resolved and the bad moods will pass. You don’t 
want any residual bad feelings between you and them. This is a good day to get out and 
spend the day in the bookstore by yourself.

Aquarius
Jan 20 - Feb 18  More than one problem with modern equipment could rear its head today, 
Aquarius. Computers could malfunction, crash, or be maddeningly slow. You might also 
have a hard time reaching people you need to talk to. Don’t be tempted to blow your top. 
That won’t accomplish anything. Just call the technicians and get it handled. Tomorrow 
everything should be back to normal.
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Virtually hidden from the scene, Sonmiani beach is one of the 
loveliest beaches one can find solace in. It is extremely alluring 
and its clean sweeps of water are greatly admired. It is a heav-
enly spot for visiting and enjoying. Added to its advantage is its 

easy access through road that is of good quality. Sonmiani Beach is locat-
ed at Sonmiani Bay in the Lasbela District of Balochistan and it is a two-
hour drive from Karachi. The total area of the Bay is 125.25 sq km and 
the shelf adjacent to it is 80 km wide. The coastal areas of Balochistan are 
widely acknowledged to possess the potential of becoming the economic 
power-houses of Pakistan. With their close proximity to ports these areas 
are the best locations to develop industrial and commercial zones.

Sonmiani beach is home to the Portuguese man-of-war and various 
species of fish. The invertebrate fauna are found in large scale at the lo-
cation including protozoan, annelids and mollusks. The location also is 
rich in marine flora. More than 350 species of fish are known to exist in 
the area. Shrimping is also carried out in the shallow waters and shrimp 
trawling grounds are located in Miani Hor also known as Sonmiani Bay. 
Major species of fish are pelagic, demersal, shrimps, lobsters, crab and 
even sharks.

The area is famous for large concentration of water birds including 
migratory and resident ones. More than 20,000 birds representing 52 
species usually visit Sonmiani in winters. The area is one of the designat-
ed Ramsar sites in Pakistan. The area is also included in the Global 200 
eco-regions of WWF as an outstanding example of major habitat types. 
It is part of Arabian Sea Eco-region. It is the home of grebes, pelicans, 
flamingos, herons, storks cranes, gulls and terns.TW
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